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Bookinrs, Season of 1899-1900,
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VIII
THE LAST GOOD YEARS, 1900-1506.

For reasons that will pppear in the next chapter, these were the

lagt years of White's Opera House as an old-time theater. The virtues
‘of this period included the passing from the stage of the suggestlive
farces and the continuance of the no less funny, but more decent, ones
of English and American origin. The rage for rustie plays continued,
and there were several good ones. DIenman Thompson made his last local
appearance on October 14, 1903, though "The Old Homestead" was to con-
tinue for several years more to come to Concord. There were a few revi-
vals, including one of "Rip Van Winkle" by Thomas Jefferson, son of
the originator of the part. Plays based upon current best-selling
novels were perhaps too common, Some of them, the romantic ones,

were refreshing, but those based upon the somber novels of Hall

Caine, now forgotten, were less attractive. Musical comedy and

light opera were on the whole golng down grade. There were too

many TTT companles, and tooc many of them were poor. On the whole,

the American stage, as seen in Concord, was rather retrograde, and
that may be one reason, though far from the only one, why thle was

the last good perlod of the Opera House.

Nevertheless Concord saw some good people during these six
years of fading glory.Among the good actors were Joseph Jefferson's
three sons, Thomas, Joseph, and William Winter. There was William H.,
Crane. To them might be adéed Joseph Murphy, great Irlsh comedlan,
Lewis Morrison, Robert B. Mantell, Edward Harrigan, Danlel Sully,
Henry Walthall, Claus Bogel, Frank Losee, Tully Marshall, William
T. Hodge, William Courtright, William B. Courtleigh, W. J. Ferguson,
John E. Kellerd, Herbert Kelcey and Effle Shannon,Nell Burgess, Isabel

Irving, Clara Blandlck, Sarah Cowell LeMoyne, Henrletta Crosman,
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Maude Fealey, Mildred Holladd, Dorothy Tennant, Marguerite St. John,
Barah McVicker, Jessie Busley, and Miriam Nesbitt. For singing stars

there were Andrew Mack and Templar BSaxe. Musleal comedlans included

Dan Daly, Digby Bell, De Wolf Hopper, Herbert Cawthorne, Al Leech,

George Sidney, Frank Lalor, and Ward & Vokes. In their support were
found suech dainty stars as Marguerite Clark and Hilda Thomas. And
go the period was not wanting in interest or merit.

The complete bookings follow.
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Bookinge, Season of 1900-1901.

July 16, (Unlon Hall) Republican State Committee. July 16

Charles H, HOvt.

Since the theatrical season wae opened with two of FoyT ]
Pleya, 1t is proper to insert this note about him. In mid-
summer, 1900, he was commltted to an asylum in Hartford,
Conn. as lncurably inssne--paresis. The Hew York dramatic
critice thereupon moralized uwpon his downfall from too much
indulgence. Hoyt's Charlestown friends got him released
from the asylum and returned to Charlestown in the care of
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A. Braseg Monkey, A Hole in fhe Ground, A Mldnight
Trip to Chinatown, A Temperance Tow n, 4. Texas
White Flag. But this 1ligt of thirteen
y overlooke his forgotten Tirst, produced in
=The Sil"er Plume. g8 too bad to spoil th
gtory. Hoyt dled of paresl Charlestown on November
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November 20, 1500.
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Booklngs, Season of 1900-1901.
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Bookings, Tesson of 1900-1901.
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