Charles Banford, E. A« Lewis
Davia Jones, Charles Adams
Jim, Be b Hardy

Fat Murpiy, He Pu Moore

Allce Balley, Mra. D. B. Newhall

Emma Balley, Miss V. H. Johnson

B. Frank Hardy was a clerk at Ham Rand's billiard hall in the
Gov, Hill Block, Vianna H. Jonnson was a young.lagy who graduated from
Concord High School in 1869 and became a church slnger. The orchestra
was dlrected by that genius, John W. 0dlin, father of Herbert W. Odlin.
The performance was repeated at Laconla on October 30 (Monitor, Oct., 23,
26, 30, 1871). Stnce 0dlin was on the Monltor staff, 1t was probébly he
Adams

who wrote the review of the 30th, saying that Mr. overdlid his part.

The Hlegh Schocl

In those days the puplle of Concord Hlgh School gave perlodlical
exhibitiona. A%t one in the old school, later burned, at State and

Streets, on December 28, 1868, they put on two pleces, The

oL

1876 and Box and Cox. The former was a satire on woman's

very timely 1in view of the flrst slate suffrage conventlon

Farle Hall under the leadership of Mrs. Nathanlel (Armenia 5.)
=

few days before. BPBox and Cox, famous for many years as & farce,
g firet loeal performance then,
At another exhibition, March 3, 1871, two dramas were enacted, bub
thelr names (Moniter, Mar. 4, 1871).

The French Theatre Company ol Conmcord

by.the above name, but by the Daily Patriob
French Amateur Dramatic Club, this local troupe gave & performance
in French at Bagle Hall on January 29, 1870. Muelc was Dy Parkhurst &

Lane's Quadrille Band and the Concord Brigade Band. This was decldedly

for Concord and shows how impértant the French golony here hbﬂ

already become. But as local newspaper men had no Frefhich ear or tongue,
this ie all they told us about it (Monitor,Jan. 28,25, 1870. Dally

Patriot, Jan. 28, 1870).
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Grammar School

Even the Merrimack Grammar School, on Washlngton Street,
put on entertainments, when they wilshed to get money to buy
reference books. On December 4, 1873, they included an opera,

Lost and Found. The singers included Arthur Shepard (of whom

we snall hear much later as vocalist and actor), William Hall,

Charles Leighton (whe was to become a well-known church shger),

Frang Rollinsfa future Governor of New Hampshire), Edward Brown
(who was later to do a little amateur acting), William Badgery,
Lizzie Gerrlsh, Mattie Ripley, Cora Watson, and Nellle Kilburn.,
Alma Cofran accompanied on the piano (Monitor, Dsc. 5, 1873).
On New Year's Day, 1874, they invitdd the public to pay
fifteen cents each at the door, for another program, a feature

of which was a farce, Don't Count Me (Monitor, Dec. 31, 1873).

When Grant Was Presldent

Ulysses 5. Grant, Jr, caume to Concord on Saturday, Jan=-
vary 28, 1871, as the guest of Governor Onslow Stearn$. That
evenlng the Governor took him to the home of Albert Leavens,
on Maln Street opposlte the Court House, for viewlng an inter-
esting second experiment in private theatricals. The first ex=-
periment had been made at the same place the night before.

Mr. Leavens, a dry goods merchant in State Block, had col-
lected a company of loczl people who put on, in the parler, a

double blll-=-a comedletta called A Pretty Plece of Business and

the well-known farce, Betay Baker. At this point we learn only

r

that Mr. Leavens played Fellx in the first plece, and that the
Betsy was "a young lady, who, a4s a soubrette, might take rank with
professlonals of note." This must be John W. Odlin speaking,

for his sojourn in Boston wlith Patrick 5. Gilmore had exposed him,

far more than most Concord people, to the real theater. Whosver
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was the author, he demanded a repetition in a great hall (Monlter,

Jan. 30, 1871).

That demand was soon answered. The Unitarian ladies then, and for

countless years afterwards, gave an annual May Party or Festival,
9

with lunches, suppers, chlldren's dance, including a Maypole,

Bales tables, and an evening enterialnment preceding a dance for adulte.
80 at half past seven, on May 1, 1871, Mr, L avens dlrected in a great
hall the same pleces that had twice been glven in his parlor. Cora
Fuller{later the wife of violinist Fred A. Straw) played the violin
between the plecss (Monitor, Apr. 28, May 2, 1871). Unfortunately

Wwe are upnable to learn any more gbout the cast than has already besen
told. The Unitarians, at thelr soclable in Eagle Hall on January

31, had already put on a dramatic representatlon of Clnderella.

Monitor, February 1, 1871). BShows of a sort were common snough
at other church sociables during this perloed, but they attracted
1ittle or no publiecity except when glven in a hired hall. In the
church chapel, 1t was only a slmple comlc plece for the amuement
of the home-church psople.

Not to be outdone by the Unltarians, the Universallat
Sunday School put on at Eagle Hall, May 10, 1871, a spectacular

drama, The Mission of the Fairies, and an operetta, Grandpa's Birthday

(Monitor, May 1, 8, 1871). It was the Universallsts who were soon
to sponsor the group who reached the high pelnt of local amateur
certal nlil
dramatliecs during the Viectorian pericd--possibly, and gehiniy¥ 1n some
regpecls, the high point in all of cur history. At least 1t may be

pald that they reached a standard egual to that set by the Commun-

ity Players of the second guarter of the twentieth century.
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The Asylum Tor the Insanme

Belore the relatives of the unfortunates with mental dls=
gage deslred the use of the word Hospltal without the mentlon of

insanity, that wag the name of the instltution on Pleasant Street.

But, without reference to any name, the lnstitutlon was a thoroughly

medern one that by 1872 had undertaken diversion gf the patiemts
for its curative effect. On February 24 of that year the Monitor
noted that scenery had been procured for ths chapel stage and that
occaslonal performances had been put on by the staff and Iriends,.

The blll the night before had been Rlp Van Winkls., And the Rip

had been Charles Baneroft, who took an occaslonal day, when free
from hls studies at Harvard College, to entertaln the patlents,
Young Charles was the son of the distingulshed superintsndent of
the Asylum, Di*, Jesse FP. Bancroft. One day Charles P. Barncroft
would be diatlnguiﬁh&d in his own right as his father's successor,.
Oon May 3, 1872, Uncle Ben [Benjamin B.) Davis put on in the
Asylum Chapel a costumed production of the popular cantata, Quesn
Esther. Hls Asylum singling clags was the chgrys. The principals
were
Queen Esther, Mra, Doane
Elng Ahasuerus, Mr, Decane
Haman, M, Mesge
Zerish, Mrs. Warren
Mordecal, Mr. Andrews
Queen'e Malds, Mlss Underhill
Miss Noyes
Hegal, Mr. Howard
High Prisst, Mr. Jackman
Prophetess, Mies Johnaon
Zerish's Maid, Mre. Wg G. C. Klmball
The reader was B. P. Whipple, ticket master at the rallroad statlon.
John H. Morey played the planc, and Gecrge D. B. Prescott the cabl-

net organ. Miss H. W. Moore, matron at the Asylum, furnished the

costumes (Momltor, May 4, 1372).




Since thlis was the first ambitious musico-dramatic perform-
ance put on by amateurs in Concord, 1t may be well to ldentify
the partleclpants. They included the George H. Doanes; Frank W. Messe,
Amos C. (Etta) Warren,
a well-known singer and plano-tuner; Mra. {ErankxSfjx¥irrexy con-
tralto in the Unitarian cholr; Frank P. Andrews, tenor at the South
Church; Miss Ellas Underhill, sister of the dramatically and musi-
cally talented druggiet, W. Perley Underhill; Miss Martha J. Noyes,
already—met la—thesepapes;,—and Lo be met many times again; Daniel
E. Howard, a bass prominent in such affairs for some years: John
Jackman, musiclan of many parts; and Miss Vlanna H. Johnsen, alsc
knewn before here, and later to be the contralto in the Unitaprlan
cholr.
Queen Esther was again put on at the Asylum on February 9,
1873, with B. E. Davls conducting, instrumental music and coglumes
as before. Betweenllthe acenes C. (. Currier played the cornet.
S50 successful had been the first 'psrformance, that the Asylunm

wag glad agaln Lo lntroduce Queen Esther 1ln thelr almosli weekly

geries aﬁentertainmenta for the patlents., There were a few changssa

1n the csst. Mrs, W. . C. Klmball,a charming woman and musiclan,
replaced Mra, Etta Warren as Zerish, OCharles W. Scribner, a bass,
took the part of Hegal, Mlss Ella Stevens was the prophetess. Miss
argent and Mrs, E. J., Hummlston were the Queen's malde; and Mlss
Baker (later Mre. 5. €. Morrill) was Zerish's maid. The
eader was Charles P. Bancroft (Monitor, Feb. 10, 1873 )
only a few of the many performances at the Asylum had Journal-

istic notice. Yet we find that on February 20, 1873, Make the Best

It was put on, with music. by Henry 5. Hamilton's orchestra and
tableaus of Maud Muller (Monitor, Feb, 21, 1873). Getting beyond the
pericd coversd by thls chapter, the only later-noted performance

=i




Qt ths Asylum was on November 16, 1877, when Dr. Charles P. Bancroft,
Miss Cora Bancroft and others connected with the institution gave

The Ticket of Leave Man (Monitor, Nov. 17, 1877).

Queen Esther Publicly Ferformed

There was demand for a public peformance of the muslesl drama
that had gone so well when glven at the Asylum, So it was given
in FebBnix Hall on February 26, 1873, for the benefit of Unclse Ben
Davie. Admlisalon was 35 cente, with reserved seats at 50 cents.

There was a long 1list of sponsors, including Dr. Jesse P. Bancroft,

who loaned the scenery. Mles Mopre was again th%coauumer. Since

Uncle Ben was ths honored guest, J. H. Morey conducted, and his
place at the plano was taken by the long-famous Martha Dana Shep-
ard, lmported for the occasion, with Mr, Prescott as organlst.
Gllmore's Band ( a local organizatlon, not Patrick's) also played,
to add to the success of the performance. The cast, a2 little longsr

than before, was
]

Esther, Mra. Mary Burlelgh of Franklin
Ahaguerus, Ze L. Sanborn of Franklin
Haman, Frank W. Messs
Zerish, Mra, We G. Co Kimball
Mordecal, Frank P. Andrews
Queen's Maids, Mliss Lu Sargent
Mrs. E. H. Hummiston
Prophetess. Mliss Ella Stevens
Haman's Sister, Mrs. Lottle Bpencer
Hegal, Charlee W. Scribner
Priegleas, Mrs. H. E« Hobbsa
Zerigh's Maids, Mise Nellie Baker
Emma Carleteon of Franklin
Harbonah, John Jackman
Reader, Mige May Vogler

(Monltor, Feb. 15, 20, 27, 1873)
About thia time, &. L. Sanbern moved to Concord and bacame the

ags in the Unitarian choir.(Monitor, Apr. 30, 1873)




VI

Amsteurs Find a Leader 1ln
Belle Marshall lLocke

The last quarter of the Victorlan century was cne of great
actlvity on the amateur stage of Concord, and the story ls one of
prime lnterest.

After Capital Street was opened, Nathaniel White erected

the buillding long known as Whitels Block, now the Concord Elec-

tric Company's headquarters, That wae in 1867. In the spring

of 1872 the block was visited by a serious fire (Monitor, Apr. 1,
1872). Certain rooms had been set apart for Mrs. White's use in

connection with her various phllanthiropie actlivitles, and they

“The m

had beccme known as the Fraternity Roomse., In i= were held the

buelnesgs and soclal meetlngs of the Unkversallst Soclety, of

the New Hampshire voman's Suffrage Asscclation, and other projects
that wereclese to the hearts of Mr. and Mra. White, who always had
refprma and good works at hand.

Cn November 15, 1872, after repairs were completed, the

Fraternlty Reooms wers reocpened. Mra. Whlte coneelved the exerclscs

for that svening--musle, recitatlons, and a drama entlitled The 38l-

3 (11 M x
lent Frotecter. The drama was warmly recelved and led to great

undertaking as a part of larger schemes. DBut 1t Look a jyear to
lnecubate them.
Sundsy evening serviece of the Universallst Thurch, De-
gcember T, 1873, the pastor, the Ruverunﬂb E. L. Congar, made & “ole
the young." Hs suggested the necessliiy of an organization to
reoms Tor innogent recrestion and lnetruction. The ldes
with ilmmedliate enthusiaam. Probably Mra. Whlite was the
author. After the ssrvice several membersg of the Universallst Scclety
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agread
Lo conalder the matter (Monltor, Dec.
meeting Mr. Cgnger was

et, as secrstary.

wae voted

the later developments. It

People's Unlon. TFees were set at one
cents for ladles, and it was
¥Years old should be admitted. A

constltutlon and te provide rooms.

bers signed

On December 23, at a largely attended mecond meeting in

meet at the Fraternity Rooms the followlng Thursday evenling

8, 1873).
chosen a8 chalrman and Dr.
Dr. Towle will bulk large 1n

Lo adept the name of The Young

dollar for malss and fifty

declded that only those over fourteen
commlttee wae appolnted to draft
That nlght fifty-sight mem-

up (Monitor, Dec. 12, 1873).

the

]

Fr&ﬂiernlty Fooms, thes constitution and by-laws were completed

(Moniter, Dec. 24, 1873).

The Unlon held a social gathering in the same place on New

Year's Night, 1874. The rooms

toes for the occecaplon. 0On= room was

o

was alsp an entertalnment. Fran

lmportant figure in this story,

who will not figure hereafter.

but will frequently hereafter, sang a

already a flgure in this tale.
of agaln, gave a recltation. Coffese,

and The

Bui firet they elected officers:

Vice Presidents, George

E. Stavens, and Mrse.: A. Ha

W

were decorated
reserved
k¥ Hayden, who
Jolned in a duset with

Amy Chase, who has not yst

Mliss Belle Larkin, alsc to

A« Blanchard, J.

Harrlman:

with evergreen mot=-

for daneing. There

is to become a very

Mise EKeyes,
Iigursd,

S8 did Martlhs

BONG e

Noyes,
be heard

eandwiches, and cake were ssrved,

party broke up at elsven, according to rule.

Presgldent, Mr. Congel five

He Morey, W. C. Harriman,

Secretary, F. E. Ingalls;

Treasursr, Franz Marden; Bpard of Managers, Mrs. Armenla 5. White,

Edward Dow, -and T. W. olewart. Alres

ay

the membgship roll had over

100 namesa, and that night 30 more applications were recelved for fu=

ture action (Monitor, Jan. 2, 1874).
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Each Vice President was to take the leafl in one of the five
departmenta--art, sclence and religion, literature, etc. J. H.
Morey, the musiclan, headed the Ari Department ol whlch dramatle actli=-
vitles were to be a part. Meetinge programmed by the geveral depart-
ments in more or ‘less regular rotation became the custom. Ths firet
sectlion meeting was at the Fraternity Rooms on January 13, 1874
(Monltor, January 14, 1874), but Rumford Hall was soon secured as
quarters for the Unlon, which immediately cutgrew the roome in
White's Block.

Fumford Hall was on the top fleoor of the Low Block on the easat
side of Main, opposite School Strest. The hall was then twenty-three
years old, and not too frequently in use. To gather the general
nature of the sctlvities of all the sectlone except ths Art De=-
partment, vwe may advert to the meeting in charge of the Sclence
and Religlon Department at Rumford Hall on February 2, 1874. 1t
will be particularly interesting, because the program featured a number
of people who became important figures in the dramatic activitles.
There was a male guartette, Frank-Hayden, Hirry F. Groves, Edward
P. Gerould, a photographer, and Frank W. Messe, already lantrocduced.
Master Arthur Jenks declalmed. Master Arthur Day, later Dr. Arthur
K. Day, son of a masiclan, sang a scng. Mrs. G. 5. (Belle Marshall)
Locke contributed a reading. Herbert F. Norrls, a law student,
furnished an oration. Mr. Groves sang a solo. William H. Kimball,
the State Librarian, read an essay on Eyil. The male guartette sang
agaln. Finally, and appropriately, Lliere was an essay on Rellgién
and Health by an earnest member of the Unlon, Dr. J. Harry Galllnger,
who ended hig eareer and life as Unlted 3tatew Senator, The com-
bination of entertainment and instructlon, with the encouragement

of youthful talent, was preclsely what Mrs. White and Mr. Conger

had hoped for. Those who contributed were connected, not Dnlﬂwith
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the Universallet Church, btut with others, includlng the Catholie, Baptlset,
Epsicopalian and Unltarian. At that meetlng seventy new members were
admitted,

This may be the place Lo speak in some detall about one of the

brightest and most promising of the active members of the Unlon, Harry

F. Groves, who dled before he was twenty-seven years old. Intohia short

life he packed a deal of art., He was born in Sheffleld, England, on
December 11, 1850, learned sllversmithing there, and came here early

in 1873 to work as a chaser for William B. Durgin, He was a fine tenor
and leader of the Universallist choir. Besides that, he taught slnglng
in his idle hours, intreoducing here the Curwen Harmonlc Soclety method,
which was adopted by the New England Conservatory of Muslc. As an
actor he waB to show distinet talents. One ¢f hisg best parts was that

of John Perrybingle in The Cricket on the Hearth. Young as he was, he

favored old men'se roles.

Groves was also a composer, For the consecration of St. Andrew's
Chapel at Rye, he wrote an lnvocatlon. He reheareged 1t there Saurday
morning, August &5 1877, and it was sung on August B at services
conducted by Bishop Coxe. But Grbves was not pmsent in theflesh.
For after the Saturday rehearsal, fire broke out in Benjamin A. Kimball's
cottage at Straw's Point. Groves saved some of Mr. Kimball's property,
and perhape Mr. Kimball's 1ife, but lost hls own (Monitor, May 25, July
6, August 6, 1877).

The first dramatic and musical entertainment was announced by
Mr. Morey for Rumford Hall for January 29, 1874, Eul that place was
too small, Af the Union were to be properly broughit before the at-
tention af a large audience. Sg 1t was shifted to Eagle Hall, then
the best-adapted place for theatricals in town. Admisslon wae free
{ﬁrobﬁblj becauss Mr. W,ite pald the expenses), but it was announced
that membership tickets would be requlred thereafter (Monitor,
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Jan. 27,28,29, 1874). This was scon changed, and members charged a
nominal price for admlssion, the gensral publie a larger fee.

For thils first program, music was a curtaln-ralser. There
was a plano duet by Mrs. Will H1ll and Mr. Morey, a ballad by Frank
Hayden, a comiec song by Mr, Groves (perhaps his favorite, "The Happy
0ld Man"), and a costume song by Masters Walter and Joseph Hill.

Thencame the play, The Boston Dip, with thls cast:

Moses Mulligrub, John M. Halines
Monse. Adonlsa, Harry Groves
Richard Dasher, Frank Hayden

Lavender Kids Jed K
MTRHa iig-‘mh: R O
Eva Mulligrub, Miss Martha Noyes
(Monitor, Jan. 30, 1874)
Thia firat offering by the ¥, P. U, was a mere afterplecs, but

there was already in preparation, for February 24, in the same hall,

g real play, Still Waters Run Deep, to whlch members wers admitted

or ten cents, whlle others had to pay 25 centas The cast:

Mr. Potter, Harry Groves
Capls Hawksaley, Frank Hayden
John Mildmay, Frank Cressy
Dunbilk, Ned Kimball
Sanford, Harry Doyen
Markham, Charles Hoyt
Gimlet, Charles Clough
JEasoD, Ben Herriman
Mrs. Mlldmay, Miegs Mattie Noyes
Mrs., Sternhold, Mrs. . S. Locke
(Monitor, Feb. 21, 1874)

The amateurs of that day courted comparison with professlonals,

who frequently trod Lhe boardas of Eagle Hall oﬁPhenlx Hall. And they

made a success of the play--"asz an amateur representation, it was never
excelled in this clty--very superior representations by Mr. Cresay and

Mre. Locke, Both developed talent of a high order, and we have seen

professionals who fell far below thblsft&ndard.” As a curtain-raiser,

Messre. Klmball, Harriman and Clough sang "The Mulligan Guards" in
full uniform. The Concord Quadrille Band played (Monitor,Feb.25,1874).
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There certainly was real talent in that company. I never saw

Edward Wyatt (Ned) Kimball act, but in later yeaepe I had good opportun-
ity to observe well his mannerismse and speech, and am sure that he

must have been 2 competent comedlan. Mattie (Martha) J. Noyes we

have met before in thls story, will alsc see much more of her. Ehe

was an "old trouper" in ths amateur sense., I never saw her on the
stage, but in real life she had characteristics that must have told
well on the stage., Of Harry Groves I have already glven a sketch/.

Frank Hayden, another tenor, was to become a profeselonal singing

actor in Gilbert & S;llivan. Frank Cressy, an achor in his own right,

w

though amateur, relayed his talent to h on Harry and wWill both
broke into the amateur ranks with their father; both for a time were
together in a professional gketch; Harry returned to the graln bus=-
inese with his father; but Will went on to fame and fortune as Cy

Prime with Denman Thompson in The 0ld Homestead, and later as the

author-actor=producer of rural sketches cof the highest merit. And
finally, Belle Marshall Locke, teacher of elocutlon and leging lady
of ‘the X, P. U« wae Lo be yr over a bthird of a
person in amatsur dramatics. Her talent, in
even thegtyrical writing, was well-rouhded.

No cther group than the ¥. P. U. has sver tried to put on hare
a play every month durlng the ssason. And they had au“angef‘to back
them. For the arformance in Eagle Hall, March 24, 1874, they
eptabllished the custom of charglng vdmission prices last mentloned,
with an added 35 cents for the privils of gitting in the balcony.

For this occcaslon, there wae a newpet of scenery palnted by Jogiah

Wolcott of Boston (the gift of Nathanlel and Armenia Z. White),
which professional visitore thereafter frequently borrowed. And

thare were costumes from Mrs. Wileon of Bostmn, since the play chosen

was a costume-play (Monitor, Mar. 21, 1874).




The play, ‘A Glass of Water, wae cast thuss

Lord Bollngbroke, Frank Creasy
Arnold Vavasour, Frank Hayden
Marguls de Solsy, T« Scott Locke
Musgrave, Ned Kimball
Lovegrove, Harry Groves
Marsham, Ben Harriman
Queen Arnne, Miss Mary Vogler
Duchess of Marlborough, Mrs., Locke
Aliecia Churchill, Elda Mellen
Abigall, Mlss Amella Gordon

The afterpiece, Our Jemimy, introduced

Unecle Joab, Frank Ingalls

Hon. Augustus Gas, Frank Hayden

Tl-IlGl".-Ell, ;"f-r‘- R-’-’:.!:lﬂ-ﬁﬁll
Deacon Feck, Ned Klmball

Caegar, colored, Jlm Norris

Aunt Jemimy, Mary Vogler
Cur Jemimy, Mrs. Locke

Mrs. Bonnett, Dora Stevens

The play was thought Lo De too ambltious for amateurs,
yet 1t was remarkably well done. "Mra. Locke was sven superb as
the Duchess of Marlborough." The ﬁeffnrmance was repeatdéd at the
Asylum for the Insane on April 1 (Monitor, Mar. 25, Apr. 2, 1874).
Ihe company were back in Eagle Hall on April 21 in All That
Glitters 1g Not Gold, with this cast:

Slr Arthur lagelle, Gen., John M. Haines
Jasper Plum, Harry Grovea
Stephen Plum, Frank E. Brown
Frederick William Plum, Frank Ingalls
Toby Twinkle, Ned Kimball
Harris, Jim Horria
Martha Glbbs, Mrs. Locke
lady Leatherbridge, Miss Carrie Wyatt
Lady Valerisa, Misa Belle Larkin

This performance was "in the highest degree creditable.

Speclal pralse was glven to Messrs, Brown (father of Frank W.),
LU

Kimball and Groves, Mras. Locke and Miss Larikin. A, We G". wrote
2

"Most of the parts in the play were as well rendered ag in many

playe I have BEERn witnessed at Walleck's islé} or Baly'a" (Mon-

itor, Apr. 20, 22, 1874).
At Eagle Hall on May 19, 1874, the Y. P. U. put on Among
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the Breakeras :

Davlid Murray, Frank E. Ingalls
Larry Devine, Herbert F. Norris
Hon. Bruce Hunter, Frank Hayden
Clarence Hunter, Harry Grovee
PeterrParagraph, Henry Emerson
Scud, cclored servant, Jimmy Norrls
Mige Minnle Daze, Jpale Hatch
Bess Starbright, Mattie Noyea
Mother Carey, Belle larkin
Biddy Bean, Mary Vogler

The farce was Slagher and Crasher with

BenjJamin Elowhard, Frank Cressy
Sgampson Slasher, Ned Kimball
Christepher Crasher, Harry Groves
Lisut. Brown, Ed Strauss
Dinah Blewhard, Ida Cheeley
Rosa Blowhard, Mattle Noyes

(Monitor, May 2¢
To end thelr firet season the players pul on two
more performancee 1ln Eagle Hall,

The first, on June 10, was a repetlition of S5tlll Waters

Run Deep, to which was added the farce Betsy Baker. The casts were

not given in the Monitor, but the work of the group was declared to

be "far superior tothe generality of perambulating theatrical groups"

(Monitor, June 8, 11, 1874).
On June 18, "by very general desire", the players repeated

All That Glitters ls not Gold, with the same cast as before. Thefarce

asher and Crasher, wlth a new role not before named, that of

John, played by Herbert F. Norrlis, while the Mlsses Noyes and Chesley
exchanged thelr parte. The Concord Crchsstra played. Onoce agaln
the company showed "marked improvement" (Monltor, June 19, 1874;
handbill in the New Hampshire Historlecal Soclety).

When the season of 1874-1875 opened, Nathaniel Wylte was already
erecting White's Opera House as quarters for all the departmate of the
Y. P. U., but with a speclal view to the needs of good gtaglng for the
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SRt adte. layss of the Art Department. It became necessary
for the Union to engage Eagle Hall for one more season and Angelos
Hall in the same bullding for other activities (Monitor, Sept. 10,
1874).

The Tirst theatrical performance of the second season wag on

October 13, when the blll wae Baker's Down by the Sea and the farce

Forty W.nks, WNo caets have been found, but Mrs. Locke ani Ned Kim-

ball came in for specd8l pralse. There was a full house. Musie
was provided by Mr. Morey, planist, and Henri 3. Blalsdell, vio=-
linist (Moniter, Oct. 14, 1874).

November 10 marked the flrat appearancs on the ¥. P. U.
stage of Dr. C. N. Towle, who thenceforward wae one of t%® main-
gtaye of the group. The play was Naval Epgagements with this
cast (in part):

Admiral Klngston, Dr. C. N. Towle
Llett.Kingston, Frank Hayden
Dennls, Mr. Sargsant
Mres. Pontlfex, Mra. Locke
Miss Mortimer, Mattle Noyes

Thie was followed by Harry Grovea's singing of "When George the

Third was King', and a farce, Gentlemen of the Jury, whose only

players, as Tar as nbted, were Frank Cressy as Brazen Blower

{Gvessy, as I know, could make a flret-class stump-speech), and
Jim (James C.)Norris ae the Colored Juror (Norris, with Hen Moore,
played the black-face parts). Mrs. Locke, Cre#ssy, Dr. Zowle, Hayden
and Norris drew particula® praise (Monitor, Nov. 1D, 1%, 1874).

On December 8, Albert Sath's dramatlization of Dickens's

The Cricket on the Hearth was glven. There was nomrevliew, and the

gaet was not advertised, but we already know that John Peeriblngle
was one of Harry Groves's bestoparts (Moniter, Dec. 5, T, 8, 1874).

The next ¥. P. U, performance at Eagle Hall was on January 5,




1875. Tennyson's Dora was the maln plece, there was a recitation
in costume of "The Beggar's Appeal", and six gentlemen appeared in

the character song, "The Regular Army, O" (Monitor, Jan. 2, 1875).
Agaln there wag no réview, but "Parent" congratulated the Union,
for nciapparent reason, on the lmproved character of thelr plays,
but with more seeming reascn on the "steady improvement in the dram-
atic department" (Monitor, Jan. 7, 1875].

This was followed, on February 2, 1875 with a variety show

that included a comlc shadow pantomime, Jocko, the Beazlilian Ape;

some statuary-tableaus; a comlc character song; a comedietta, Brown,

the Mzrtyr; and an Ethioplan sketch, The Trofiblesome Servant. It

seeme that the players were playing down to the pit. Nevertheless,

the pantomime wae "exceedingly funny" and the tableaus "very beau-
tiful”. As for the sketch, "Mr, Norris delineated very hapily cer=
tain ﬁthiopian Characteristics.” The audlence was large (Monitor,
Jan., 29, Fseb, 2, 3, 1875),

Regularly with the month, the Union wastagaln on the stage

March 2, wlith Temptation, or the Irish Emigrant and the farce Lend

Me Five SHillings. Therewas the usual good house. "There was some

remarkably good and some rather indifferent acting, a peculiarity
of almoset all amateur performances" (Monltor, Feb. 27, Mar. 3, 1875).
Restlng onl; four weeks, the ¥. P. U, was back again on March

30 with Lady Audley's Secret, cast unknown. "The impersonations wers

scmewhat uneven, but 1t 1s only Jjustice to say that all the dramatis

personae dild exceedingly well, all thinge considered."” The cast was

: a
the "strongesat yet", and the scenic Effects were "well maﬁged" (Moni-

tor, Mar. 29, 31, 1875).
Four weeks more brought the most ambltious attempt, Den Caesar
de Bazan, on April 27. The full cast does not appear. 3So far as ap-

pears, it was the firest appearance wlth the group of Nathaniel C. Nel-




son, who was to add great strenth to the players. "Mr. Nelgon
played the part of the recklese and dauntless, yet chivalrous
Don Caesar, in a manner that drew ocut frequent and hearty ap=
plause. He had evidently carefully and conscientiously studied
the part, taklng |the great Charles] Fechter as hls model. The
Don Joese of Dr., Towle as also much admired. We have sfen the wily
prime minister represented with less faithfulness at filrast class
theatres. The cast might have been stronger ctherwise, but con-
gldering the shor® time the play has been in rehearsal, all who
took part are entitled to much credit" (Monitor, Apr. 23, 28,

Whoever wwe wrote that review (again it may have been

0dlin) was habltuated to the theater.

The season ended on June 15 with the last performance of

the Unlon in Eagls Hall. Lady Audley's Secret was repeated, though

with some hltches, It was a tired company of amateurs, Mortolls

farce, Regular Fix was "admirably personated"

not given (Monlter, June 12, 16, 1875).

In the fall of 1875, all departments of the Unlon moved

into the new White's COpera House. There Nathanlel hﬁite had made

Ly

provislon for stagling plays such as Concord had nsver before known.

t was Concord's first theater, as distinguished from an assembly
hall, Except for ths fact that the audltorlum occupled the thlrd
and fourth floors (The Phenix and Eagle precedents were not aban-
doned), the Opera House h:d appointments no less zuitable
cord has since known. In gddition, it had romms for all the Union's
departments, and a second=floor Unlon Hall for small gatherings.

A1l further dramatic performances of the Y. P. U. were hald
ol the Opera Houge stage. They are pretty wall covered in my mami=-
gcript on that house in the Concord Room of the Publlc Library, where

SE

' o




thls manuscript will also be placed. Hence the further story in thesse

pages wlll be principally a mere schedule of the performances, with
references to the Opera House book,
The first theatriecal performance ln the w theater was appro=-
priately by the ¥, P. U, and the bill was
Sept. 13,1875,
(White's Opera House,

26, 1875. Robertson's School (Ww. 0. H.

23, 1875. Michael Erle, or the Manlc Lover (We © Ha

21, 1875. Don Caesar de Bazan

TNelson and Mrs. Locke in leads) (.
and My Turn Next (Ned Kimball)

28, 1876. Damon and Pythlas
(Cressy, Nelson, Mra. Locke) (W,

2, 1876, Damon and Pythiag repeated (W.
(This wae one of the Union'a great
successeg, It was taken th Manchester
on March 21. A carlecad of Concord folk
perhaps nearly 100 people, went down for
that performance and reported that 1t wase
the high point of the Y. P, U's career)

Feb., 15, 1876. Burlesque opera, Capuletta, or Rimeo
and Juliet Revived Eﬁed Kimball as Jullet)

Apr. 6, 1876. Tom Taylor's Qur American Cousin (the play
made famous by Joe. Jefferson, the elder
Sothern and Laura Keene, performed by the
two latter when Abraham Lincoln was ghot)
Handbills in the Concord Room and New Hamp=
shire Historical Soclety glve the cast:

Lord Dundreary, E, W. Kimball

Aga Trenchard, Hs ¥, Nogre

Sir Edward Trenchard, F. Hayden

Sapt. de Boots, W. H. Cogk

Harry Vernon, Charles R. Corning

Abel Murcott, F., Be Daris

Mr, Coyle, F. W, Alden

Mr. Buddicomb, A, F. Shepard

Mr., Binney, J. R. Baye

Mrg. Mountchessington,Mliss A. M. Cook

Florence Trenchard, Misgs M. J. Noyes

Mary, Ire. J. R. Saye

Ausuata, Mies I. B. Woodbury
'-L'Géﬁr$lna, Miss A. Eastman

Blaisdell's Orchestra played.

p. 28
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Ingomar, the Barbarian
{lelson and Mre. Locke in the W. 0. H. p. 29)

The Cricket on the Heart ps 29

N&poleon's 0ld &

Black Eved Susan

(Directed by Nelson, who took the leads.
He and James R. Saye made the scenery)

The Iron Chest

The Omnlbus

Everybedy's Friend
TGrace Blanchard appeared)

Damon and Pythias

EGTEGEJ a8 Damon, Nelson as Pythilas,
Towle as Dlonysius, Mrs. Locke as
Calanthey uhl1n larkin as Hermione)

Bread on the Waters
{also given at the Asylum)

mq the Waters repeated
5t was 2 second company, including
ﬂl&an, Arthur Shepard, Fred Cloud-
Nﬁ rown, Frank Davias, Kate Caldwell
Emma J. ucchran} s

performance by the ¥. P. Ul It was
£411 of 1877 that they would gilve the monthly
mance that they had maintsined four seasons (Monitor,
they never dild.
:

gceasing e hag never come to light

be, and ite extinetion 1s also

P. U. memberg formed

Mathanliel C. Nels

Ce 23 ) . William E. Spevens was th Presiden Dr. Towle wa

Fusiness Manager, J. L. Atbertson




Blalsdell was Muslcal D1rect0r, and Nat Nelson the Stage Manager
(Monitor, Gct. 2, 1877).

Thelr sectlvities vere intermlittent, they continued for only

asong, and they gave only eightiperformances in the Opers House.,
Nov. 6, 1877. Bouclcault's The Cetoroon
Nov. 27, 1877. The COctoroon repeated
Jan. 12, 1878. Henry Payne's Therese, th

The Two Buzzarde
(Benefit of the dying Y. P. U)

Damon and Pythlas (Benefit pf Reform Club)
(Cressy, . Nalson and Towle in thelr acous=-
tomed parte. Susle Cluer of the Boston
Globe Theater Co. took Mrs, Locke's
place. OCther playvers: Mr. and Mre.
J. B, Baye, J. E, R@bertson, W. P,
Underhill, P. M. D8Gw, E. H. Carter
AND Mra. G. Uptons In thls play
andmthig #g -ht, waes the debut of
Maud Dlzon, later to turn professional
and marry the distihgulshed actor Alexander
Salvini)

May 2, 1878. Ten Ngfhts in a
Dow and Undsrh
Farce, Bombastes

TTowle, Cressy, Davie, M 5 De

Boucicault's The Octoroon, or Life in Loulsgiana

(Benefit for sufferers from yellow fever

in the South) D

Handblll in N. H, Historical Soc. glves cast:
George Peyton, James R. Saye
Jacob M'Closky, r. 0. N. Towle
Salem Scudder, Frank Cresay
Pete,"too ole to work, ssh", H. P. Moore
leﬁJ&iaﬂ Robert A. Ray
LaFouche, J. ¥, Robertescn
Faul, a yellow boy, Maud Dixon
Rattsa, F. B:. Davis
Col. Polndexter, W. P, Underhill
Julea Thibeodeaux, E. H. Carter
Caillou, Jd. Fi Soott
Jackson, s 8% H. Pregcobt
Clatborne, E. Jones
Sclen, a slave, Charles H. Binclalir
Wah-npo-tee, Nathanlel C. Neleon
Mra. Feyton, Mrs. G. Upton
Zoe, agltoroon glirl, Mras. G. 5. Locke
Dera Sunnyside, Mre. J. R. Saye
Grace, 3 yellow girl, Miss Minnle Betton
Pldo, a slave, Mr. E. Mansur.
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That was a great cast. Mrs. Locke was agein showing her teemendous

talent back of the fogtlights. Nelson, Towle, and Cressy werfbetter
than many traveling professionals. Hen Moore was agaln called on

to do a comlc negro, the sort of a part for which he was malnly
famous. Maud Dixon was developing a great natural talent. Underhill
wWae an actor of great asmocothness. Most of the cthers had galned ex-
perience on thes stage.

gty 1, 2, 3, 1878. HNorth and S
(B vne;it ﬁf
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playu

1879, Bulwer's The of
(Mrs. Locke was replaced by Fannie E. Backus of
lLawrence, probably one of her pupils)

Belle Marshal

leading
e Pﬁeple'a Unicn at the apge of tweBty-one, and what was
g%111 ahead o7 her when the Concord Art Club wound up in 1879%

Belle Marshall was the daughte: [ Anderason J. and Frances
(Perking) Marshall. FEarly in her school days in lancaster, she was dls-
sovered to have talent In recitation which her parentz encouraged.

Such encocuragement 1ls far from unusual from fohd parents; the unisual
feature was the talent 1ltsel I'"e teaching ent avallable was given
shilda, but it muet be supposed that the tilent was superior to

the teachling. Only much later was she to have the guldance of first=-

rate exparta.
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With her other native talents went a sing
mere child she was taklng adult parte in amateur operatics. She
aleso developed early facility in writling, and at eglixteen wase con=-
the Waverley Magazine and other periodiecals,
Immediately after her completion o er asecademlic course,
Belle Marshall was married at the age of twenty toG. Scott Locke,
a fuel-dealer &f Concord, later Clty Marshal, and Texas rancher,
ind so, the year after her arrival in Concord, she became the leadlng
lady of the Young People's Union,
she had galned polese with the
wag a housswife, did she seek devel=-
Her flret noted teacher wae Mra, Edna
Chaffee-Noble, who had a wide carser that eventually included
the conduct of schoole of expression 1n cltleg
g8 London and Defrolit. With her Mrs., Locks had
not satisfied, she studied in Boston : ew England Conservatory
covering
College of Oratory under Professor nuel R. Kelley, smeriagxthe
full four=-year course in two years and graduating with high honors
in 1884, While in Boston she gave readlngs at
ment Hall, and at least one private home.
That left her exhsusted, and she had to rest for a full ysar
at the Becott ranch in Texzas,
Refreshed, she began in the fall of 1885 a long career as a
teacher of oratory in Concord. Proudly she gave Tiret place 1n her
gerap-book tc & recommendation from Profeseor EKelley, whodeclared

=

her "thoroughly conversant wlth the system" ae taught in his College,

"an indefatigable worker", possessing the "

tact of lmpartlng and a
high order of enthusiasm for the Art", "capable of leading her pupils

to a thorough and rapid opment”, and with “"that necessary mag-

netiem by which she c: a large class well in hand." This




proved to be no idle "puff".

Armed also with theé endorsements of James W. Patterson, State
Superintendent of Publlec Instruction, and of Amos Hadley, the well=-
known Rrivate tutor of Concord, she gathered her class. Later she
perfected herself under the teaching of no less a pereon than Leland
T. Powers, who wrote that she was "possessed of extraordinary dramatic
talent", and was "ecapable of fillinz any role, either in comedy or
tragedﬁ." Like, Professor Kelley he alsc spoke of her magnetism.

Before long, Mra. Locke had a e¢lass also in lLawrence, Magsa-
Ghuaétta, with a hundred pupll there and here.

In Concord she at flret gave recitals feor her puplls in various
halls==Chice (in the Chase Bloek), Unlon (in the White's Opera House
bullding), the Board of Trade (now truncated by the Mechanicks Bank),
and Fhenix Hall. Later she staged her puplle in real plays at the
Opera House ang on the rcad. The same program was followed at Lawrence,
where her puplls included several Ircm Haverhlll and Andover.

From her Concord classea there were graduated tothe professlonal
stage Lawrence CGahagan of Penacook, Anna lLayng, Charles Plummer, Will

Gould, Lizzie Robinson Gould, and, for a time, HaryyR. Cressy and Will

¥
H. Smith. Few, if any, emall-town coacheg, coulgd boast a llke success.

Mre. Locke's early aptitude for writing, together with her
great dramatlec instinct, enable her to turn out many original plays
suitable for amateure, many of which were published beginning with
1893. A4nd it was, of course, no handicap for this work that she her-
self had appeared in some forty or fifty roles of great range.

Marie's Secret, a duologue in one scene, was published by

Walter H. Baker & Company in 1894.

Breezy Polnt, in three acts, was brought out by Baker in 1898,

and she once had the pleasure of seelng it produced in Texas by a

# =E0<
later puplle who became professional were John Meehan, Max Driscoll
and Edltha Maxham.




company who had not known that Belle Marshall Locke was the rancher's

wife whom they had known only as Mrs. G. Scott Locke.

The Great Catastrbphe, a two-act comedy, was prirdfd by Penn

pliiblishing Company in 1904,

Mr, Easyman's Niece, a four-act comedy, came from the Baker
press in 1908,

Before that, in 1905, the three-act Miss Fearless andCompany

was put out by Baker.
Besldes her lolger pleces, Mras. Locke wrote many monologues.

Penn published A Heartrending Affair. Baker put on the market seven

of her monologues in 1903, and included two more with those of other
guthore in 1907, 8She also appeared at least once in a Baker's lsaflet.
One of the most lnteresting performances of a play by Mrs. Locke
wag by the professlonal Rollo LlOyd Players, who gave Ranch Uf} , a
Story of Texas four times at the Concord Auditorium on June 19-21,
1913, with her old pupll Anna lLayng as leading lady, and another old
pupll, Harry R. Cressy, added to the company for the occasion. The

play had never before been performed.

(The authorities for thias section are an article by Allan H.

Robineon 1n the Granite Monthly of July, 1893; old programs: pub-

lished plays; and Mrs. Locke's scrap-book--all generously loaned
by her granddaughter, Mre. Violsl Locke McIvor, also verbal informa-

tion glven by Mre. Melvor).




Dur 8lub.

After taklng up her teaching, Mrs. Locke seeme to have ap-
times

peared only thiree/on the stage except with her pupils. Those were

with a group made up largely of new faces, but including a few of

those who had been conneected with the Young Psople's Union and the
Concord Art Club. Nathaniel C. ﬂﬁlean was Btage manager, but Mre., Locke
directed, with Arthur F. Shepardias property-master and Henri ¢, Blals-
dell as' director of muslc. The play was Frances Hodgson Burnett's
Esmeralda, which was glven first at White's Opera House on January

T, 1887, with thls cast:

Esmeralda, Mre. Locke
0ld Man Rogers, W. P. Underhill
Lydla Ann Rogers, Carrie M. Mower
Dave Hardy, George B. Wright
Estabrook, Henry B. Colby
Margquls, Arhhur F. Shepard
Jack Degmond, Arthur F. Shepard
Nora Deemond, Eva Easiman

Kate Desmond,Fanny E. Smith
George Drev, ds T. Akroyd
Maid, Miss Hardy

Mr. Underhill made his greatest succes up to this time. The play

was repeated at the Asylum and agaln at Pittefield. (W. O. H., p. 181)

Belle Marshall Locke and Her Puplla.

As far as I have found, the first play that Mra. Locke

put. on for her puplls was Rebecca's Triumph, at wﬁite‘a Opera

House on April 19, 188T. Perhape thinking back toc the time when
ghe ae a child had played adult parts, she employed for thls per=-
formance only Juveniles between the ages of nine and fifteen. They
took parts of people ranglng ae high as sixty years. Mrs, Locke's
own son, G. Scott Locke, Jr., was in the cast. Rilla Little (Mrs.
Fred Johnson), who died bn February, 1952, waes ons of the last sur-
vivor® of this cast, but one at least, Bertha Dutton (Sinnett) 1s
gt111 living as this 1s written (¥. O. H. 185-186).

On January 15, 1889, agaln at the Opera House, Her puplls
=H1=




put on Under the Laurele. The principal performers were Anna lLayng,

Harry Cressy and Will H. Smlth. The first gave her life-work as
a profeseional, and the other two were professlonale for a tlme.
When this was written {(in March, 1952), Mr., Smith had just died.
(Ww. 0..H, 205).

This was followed, on April 4, 1889, by Champion of Her Sex

Mre, Locke's duologue, Marie's Secret, enacted by Mre. Locks

Anna layng (W. O. H. 210).
That excellent class was a hard-worklng one. They were back

at the Opera House on June 26, 1 ilth A, Scrap of Faper, in
which Miss Layng "displayed dramatic power seldom surpassed by the
profeasionals seen in this eity" (W. 0. H. 212), and this in times
when the Opera House was attracting most of the great professbnals
of the American stage.

On February 12, 1890, Nevada gave Lawrence P. Gahagan of
Penacook his first down-town appearance. The reviewer oplned
that he "ought to make his mark“{ﬁ. Q. He 217, 218). As Lawrence
Grattan, head of a repertolre company playing to enormous houses,
he later dld. For at least three years before that, Gahagan had
been dabbling in dramatics at Fenacock. There on April 11, 1887,

he had put on "Gahagan's Benefit", taking the lead in His Last Days,

[

T

with the support of Arthur H. Knowlton, Harry A. Brown, Grace
Prescobt (later Mra, Brown), Almon &. Harris, Grace Caldwell, and
others (Monitor, Apr. 12, 1887). And on that occaslon, Harlani G,
Pearson, then in hlg teens, wrote the first of his penetating dram=-

atlic criticleme.

Now and then Mrs, Locke took her puppils to pgnix Hall. One

guch occasion was on April 3, 1890. There, following some reclta-

tiona, the farce, The Two Buzzards was played by this casts




Benlamin Buzzard, George Sanborn

Anthony Wm. Glimmer, L. P. Gahagan

John 38mall, Will Smith

Lucretla Bugzzard, Miss Gertrude Carter

Sally Simpkins, Miss Nellle Chapman
But the great plece of that night was a scene from Ipgomar, with
Gahagan in the name-part and Mre. Locke 48 Parthenla. It was"dif-
ficultto suggest improvements in the execution of wither of the
parts taken in this scene" (Monitor, April 2, 4, 1890).

Back in the Opera House on May 15, 1890, the pupile gave

Dollars and Cents (W, O. H. 222). Then, on November EO,-jEﬁE,

came a great undertaking at the Opera House=--Shakespeare's Twai?ih
Night, with Gahagan as Malvollo, ﬁ%ll Emith as Sir Toby Belch), Geocrge
Sanborn as Sir Andrew Aguecheek, and Mrs. Locke herself as Viola,

The performance was "even and almost faultless". t was repeated at
Lawrence, Massachusetts (W. C. H. 240).

Calling themselves the Belle Marshall Locke Company, this
unusually t®lented grd¥p made a summer tour in 1831, with a reper-
tolre of two plays. One of them, A Scrap of Paper, was gElvenat the
Opera House on Auguset 25, with great success (W. 0. H. 251).

On November 26, 1891, Mre. Locke presented her younger puplls,

(some of whom had appeared in Rebecca's Triumph) at Phenix Hall., The

play was The Mummy, with this casti

CapL. Carter, Harry E. Doyen

Larry Blatherskln, Charllie Flummer

Theophilus P@le, William C. Wendt

Mrs. Mandragon, EifaxEhilibriek Carrle Mower
Fanny Mandragon, Ella Phllbrick

SUBEN, Joegle Coombs

Toby Tramp, the Mummy, G. Scott Locks, Jr

(Monitor, Nov. 27, 1891)
Other bllls at the Cpera House were:

1892, Charles Mathews's Used Up (We O. He 259)
9%, Douglas Jerrold's The Baker's Daughter

(Declared superior to many road companies) p. 265
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Mar, 17, 1893, Innisfall (Joseph W. Gannon of New York is about
the only survivor of this cast) (W. O. H. p. 269)

Apr. 4, 1893, Wm. Glllette's Held by the Enemy Ps 270

The later activlities of Mrae. Locke appear Lo have bLeen
more largely in writling and in eccaching. The presentations oy her
pupile apparently cease,

On April 4 and 5, 1899, she directed performances of her own

Breezy Foint at the COpera Houge under the ausplces of the United

Order of Pilgrim Fathers, uslng W. P. Underhlll as stage manager
and David J. Adams as hls asslstant. The cast:

Debby Dexter, Mrs. Clara A. Rix

Elinor Pearl, Persls J. Clough

Aghrael Grant, Barah M. McDufifee

Mre. Hardscratch, Carrie Mower

Eertha, Hardscratchyp Maude Allce Currier

Sophla Hardscratch, Eva May Caine

Mehltable Doollttle, Mabel Olive Hall

Bernice Vernon, Nettle Lovely, Haverhill, Mase.
Laura De Sevigne, Theresa Paullne Laplerre

Edith Norton, Abble Rose Maxam

Clarice Fenleigh, Idella Maude Maxfleld

Fantine, Edith Bruce Jones

Cld Clem, Idells Helen George (W.0.H. pe 341)

In 1896 she coached the Dartmouth Dramatic Club in Lytton's
Money, with Joseph W. Garnon 1n the cast. The year before, Ganneon
not yet having gone to Dartmouth, she had coached the Club in David

Garrick. In 1897 she directed the Club in The School forScandal,

which was presented at White's Opera House (W. 0. H. pPe 325). And

in Gannon's sénlor year, 1899, she coached them IN Twelfth Night,

with Gannon as Malvolio, alse seen at White's Opera House (p. 340).

Flnally, on April 11, 1912, she directed her own play, The

Colonel's Maid at the Auditorium, with thls cast:

Col. Robert Rudd, Charles E. Moors
Col. Richard Byrd, Harold Chensy

ﬁob Fudd, Fhilip Day

Ned Graydon, Fred Colton

James Bascom, James Tucker

Margery Byrd, Miee Elizabeth Clinton
Mre. J. John Carroll, Mra., James Harrington
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Julia Carroll, Miss Beggle Packard
Chinaman, Harry R. Cress
(Monitor, Apr. 12, 1912
That happened nearly forty years after Mrs. Locke came

to Concord as a brlde. ©She had had a great carser. 3he closed

it by introduecing in the last cast that eghe directed here one

Harold Cheney, who in hls person connects her great activitles

with the present Community Players.




VIiZl.

Dramatic fetivities by Churches, 1876-1920.

Catholle Groups
The Independent Club made thelr flrst appearance on March 17,
1876, at Eagle Hall. From that time on Bt. Patrick's Day performan-
ces were glven by thle or some other group from time to time. The
11 in 1876 was lIreland As It Is, with Captaln Wllllam A. Happny
as Pat, Thomas Gallagher as Dan Carolan, and Mrs. McNulty as Judy

O'Trot. Hill's COrchestra played musle arranged for the occasion

by John W. QOdlin, and Mary Twomey and John Haynes provlided a char-

acter song (Monitor, Mar. &, 18, 1876).

The Club repeated the play at the Opera House, on June 6,

1876, adding Paddy Miles's Boy, with Happny, Gallagher and Miss Twomey.

That Peam appears to have been an excellent one (see W. 0. He ps 29).
Thelr next Bt. Patri ck's program, also at the Opera House,
wag on March 17, 1877, when the play was Peep o' Day, or Savourneen
Deelisgh, with Messrs. Happny and Claney and the Mlsses Twomey and
Gannon (W. 0. H . 49).
On March 16, 1878, again at the Cpera House, they put on Dlon

Boucicault's famous {olleen Bawn, with Messre. Happny a

ars, followed by Irish Assurance and Yankee Modesty(W. 0. He 57)s

The Group was entirely capable, as we g8 ambltiouss .

at the Opera House on March 17, 1879, was an-

%

with Happny,

few weeks later, on May 22, they took The Limerick Boy to

the Asylum (Monitor, May
Again at the Cpera House on November 27, 1&72, they repeated

Oolleen Bawn with even greater sUuccese Heppny and Ney were declared

to be Ef_‘é:_l.'_:a'. L ohe 2R




St. John's Church held a Children's Festival

L
.'-I:.

Independsnt JLdbfT idj Miles's

Boy to
- —

En FPebruary 15,

Assurance and Yankee

Fat, Mlas Minnlie Murphy
Gannon a8 Miss 3uflfum, 22 Susan, David

1l Danl

notsd was In the QOpers House on

with Happny,

performancese ha gen dlsc i .11 at the Opera House

(1) Robert Epmet and r and 1, 1877,

2thleen Mavcourneen, Junel, 1877 (W.

1

group, the Concord Branch of the Irlsh Natloral
Cpera House on March 17 886, in =z rce,
Melli~-

Fannon, Willie Spellman,

appeared

the 3%,

John'e




Peter Dundunketty, George T. Melifant
Charles Langton, John T. Sexton
Alphonso, John H., Haynes
L. B Plcealo; Patrick Sweeney
Viola, M. Begga
A s 1 o 4 Frank Beggsa
Mrag. Muffet, Abble A. Leary
Servant, Ida Isabel

On the second night of the Party (February 12, 1884) ancther
group presented the farce, Wanted, a Male Cook, with thle cast:

Mr. Hogthlll, Daniel H, Glenty
John Slocum, D. J. Donovan, 24
Tgddy Ryan, D. J. Donovan, lst
FPrancois, M. M. Igabel
(W, 0. B 12T, 128).

Finally, the Young Men's Catholie Lyceum appeared wlth a very

he Opersa House on May 28, 138 in A Egcther{g

Sagrifice (W. 0. H. 211),

Unitarian Activitles
The most extenslve of the Unitarian activities was that of
Club, which began in a small way, but scon bullt up to

remarkable strength. All of their performances, except as hereafter
noted, were in the Unltarian Chapel.

Their first bill was W. S. Gilbert's On Ball, February 92, 1882,
The east included only one actor who had made a name for himself,
William FP. Underhill, but wae socn to atiract others.

Jonathan Lovibond, Clarence B, Little

Albert, band-lsader, Dr. Joseph Chase, Jr.

Marcooly, gov. of jall, Jas. A. Halght

Wilcox, police-sergeant, W. P. Underhill

Hebblethwalte, theatre mgr., F. 5. Streeter

Portisboy, barrister, Charles T. Comins

Jackson, property man, Edward Comlins

pHke of Darlington, Arthur K. Day

Fanny Lovibond, Lu Blanchard

Miss Montmorenci, Hattle Chesley

Migs De Courcey, Edlth Carter

Perkine, maid, arrie Todd

Mra. Hebblethwaite, Mrs, Howard A. Kimball
. The play was repeated atk the Asylum February 1 (Monitor, Feb.

195 1‘: 1882). v, JoB. Chase as Grosvenor and An?a Quincy Dumapg as
selectione from Gllbert & Sylllvan s Patlence.

Patlsence, S84nNg
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There wag a double bill on November 14, 1882,

Place aux Dames, or Ladies Speak at Last

Lady Machbeth, Migse Carrlie Evans
Mrs. R. Montague, Migs Martha Noyes
Mrs. Bassanlo, Mies A. Della Shaw
M¥be. Hamlet, Mise Grace Blanchard

The Cbstlinate Famlly

Mr, Harwood, Solon A. Carter
Henry Harford, W. P. Haynes
Mrs. Harwbod, Mies Anna K. Swinton
Jeggle Harford, Misa Fdith H. Carter
Lucy, Miss Eva Easgtman
Jamesg, W. Pe Underhill
(Monitor, Nov. 15, 1882)

On June 6, 1883, they gave Doing for the Best

Dlck Stubbs, Dr. Pearaon
Harry, his son, Arthur F. Shepard
Bill Hawkins, . F, Sturtevant
Mr,. Parchment, H. D. Young
Betsy Stubbey Miss E. E. Colby
Jane, Mrs. B. R. Benner
Emily, Miss Eva Eastman

There was musiec by Harry G, Kimball, violin, and John H. Morey,
piano (Monitor, June 5, 7, 1883).
At the Asylum on February 28, 1884, and at the Unitarian

Chapel on the following night, Tom Taylor's Still Waters Run Deep,

brought to the Club a caet such as it had not before had

Mr., Potter, W. P. Underhlll
Capts Hawksley, Dr. Edwerd French
John Mildmay, Frank Cressy
Dunbilk, ILoula F. Gillette
Langford, George F. Underhill
Markham, Howard A. Kimball
Gimlet, Henry W. Clough
Jesson, Harry R. Cressy
Servant, E. P:. Maln
Mrs, 8Sternhold, Mrse, Frank Cressay
Mre. Mildmay, Mrs. G.F.Underhill

Perley Underhill "scored a success"; Dr. French's acting was "nearly
perfect"; Prank Cressy, "always the best of amateur actors" was

]
"

. Nfinighed" ; MXBX Mr. Gillette made an "unmistakable 3‘111:.‘} while Mrs.

Cressy and Mrs. Underhill made "an excellent inpression, and divided
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the honors with gentlemen mentioned" (Monitor, Feb. 23, 29, Mar.
1, 1884).

So great thlis success that the Club took the same play into
the Opers House their only appearance there, on March 27, 1884
(W. Cs He 228)s

within two mohtha, the Club were ready with another play,
T. W. Robertson's Home, which they gave at the Asylum on May 23, 1884,

Alfred Denlson, Frank Cressy
Capt,. Mentoffe, Dr. Edward French

Mr. Dorrison, T. B. Underhill

Bertie Thompson, W. P. Underhill

John, T. J. Dooley

Mrs. Pinchbeck, Mrs. Frank Cressay

Lucy Dorrison, Mrs. Benner

Cora Thornburgh, Miss Annie Dietrich

(Monitor, May 24, 1884)

Next the Club prepared T. W. Roberteon's Caste, whichthey
played at the Asylum on January 29, 1885, and at the Unltarian
Chapel on Januray 30

. Hon. George D'Alroy, Dr. Edward French
Cart, Hawtree, W. P. Underhill
Ecegles, FPrank Cressy
Samuel Gerrldge, Will M. Cressy
Dixon, John J. Battlett
Marquise de St. Maur, Mras. Frank Cressy
Folly Eccles, Misg Martha J. Noyes
Esther Eccles, Mise Harriet W. Roberts

(Mgnitor, Jan. 29, 30, 31, 1885)

On April 15, 1885, 0ld Phil's Birthdaywas given. The name

part wags taken by the Rev, James K. Applebee of Boston, theeother
roles by Club members (Monitor, Apr. 11, 17, 1885)

For nearly two years the Club members caught their breaths, then
came to 1life again on February 11, 1887, with Henry Arthur Jones's
Hearts of Qak. The cast:

Grandfather Prettyjohn, W. P. Underhill
John, hls son, Dr. Edward French
Benj. Prettiyjohn Johnson, 8. 3. Baker
Ned Devenlsh, Henry B. Colby

Mr, Cornellus, John J. Bartlett
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Susan Prettyjohn,
Kitty Pretty)ohn,

In guick time they presented two farces on April 1,

Mige Edmundse
Mige Ewva Eastman
(Monitor, Feb. 10,

12, 1887)
1887T.

Which is Which

Mr. Capper,
Uncle Gargle,
Poddles,
Mills,

Mise Bingham,
Miga Tesgle,

Edward P, Comins

L. Willis Bean
Herbert Wright
Migse Florence Carter
Mizgs Florence Btratton
Miss Lu Downing

A Mysterious Dlsappearance

Tl,fﬁ

ir. Cleverly,
Capt. Bobstay,
Carlos,

Jack,

Mra. Cleverly,
Nellie Cleverly,
Fersels Grlevous,

Next came ancther double bill on December 17,

Tom Taylor's Ni

George D. Waldron

Harry R. Creaay
George Baker
Jack Gorham

Migs Carrle Plper

Misa Busis Little
Miges Edith Carter

(Monitor, Apr. 2, 1887)
1887.

ne Points of the Law

Joseph Ironside,
Cunningame,

Rodomant Rollingstone,RahandJiimbadl

Mre. Smiley,
Katle Mapleson,
Sarah Jans,

¥illie Bean

R. Gorham
thﬂrﬁuﬁpn:

-

Miss ILu Downing
Florence Stratton

?Uiie &t*%e

Clase Day

Joln Buncombe,
Frank,

Ned Taylor,
Howard,
FPoco,
Lottle Ta
Qlive,
Mrse, Taylor,

ylor,

The pleces passed off a

A triple bBill Tollowed

red

Withe

Herbert

dmirably

Harry R. Cressy

Gebrge N. Baker

John P. Wright
Edward G. Layng

H. Wright

Grace Underhill

Inez Falrbanks
Edith Cabter

15

15 18,

(Monitor, Dec. 19, 1887)
on February 24, 18E88.

Leaven

8ir Comye
Tom Conyers,

Arthur Mlddleton,

Geci1 Nane,
Lady TFETE

Mary Rivoru,
S
I

ra Conyers,

1l-

L. Wilils Bean
Georgd Baker
Edward lLayng
John Gorhem
BEgetman
Daw

Eva

Lu ning




Harmony

Michael Kinamsan,
Frank Seaton,
Milgeing,

Jennle Kinsman,

Peace at

Alexander,
Catherine,

Music was by Mr, and Mrs. Fred

hill gave

Dr

"rare natural talent".

5, 1888).

2

24,

There was another

gave what seema to

Uncle, at the Asylum on April

vhe Unltarian Chapel on April 1

Uncle,
r¢6tcber,

v aTie

Lilj Montroses,

e

Mrs. Beaumont,

Puffin,
7

fitting farewell,

the most noted ascto

_._T-L-,.n.

A £ -8

But the Upnltarians were by

though the Unity Club ceased to

Any

a fine piece of acting".

French was
regt of

have been thelr last

16,

Eva
Paul Eloball

se (Monitor, Apr. 17, 18,

W. P. Underhill
Harry R. Cresay
Will M. Cregsy

Susle Little

i %F

Price

Dr. vnxﬁd French
Miga Flors Hagzarad

A. Btraw, wlollin and plano., Under-

Young W4ll Cressy showed

"eapital" (Mcnitor, Feb.

three yearsg, and then the Club

production, H. J. Byron's

1891, and two performances at

=
-

Underhill

™ o= T Y
bk |.-|.l

W

U-.f,

B

Bi; Cressy
Lu Downlng
rastman

Edward French

and Underhall wae sald toc be scarcely

r8 who had appeared professionally

2%, 1891},

no means through with dramatics,

be. Cn Aprll 16, 18%6, thir young

peaple of High School age gave a double blll at the Chapel.

The Bachel

The Bachelor,
First Love,
Archery Girl,

Conservatory Girl,

Ruskeress,
Bicyecle Girl,

lor's Dream

-'1'111-.5 'k.Ti

E |

Clara Harriott
Miss (Leila?) Hill
Florence Bates
Bertha Morey
Ml as Landers




Tralned Nurse, BElanche Newhall
Summer Girl, Miseas Prescotlt
Authoress, Miss Willlams
Daneing Girl, Bertha Jones
Spclety Belle, Miss (Eva?) Sanborn
The Widow, Mise Harriocit

Cougln Frank

Genevieve Raymond, Mise Jones

May Raymond, Mise Hill

Enid Raymond, Mles Harrlott

Mrea. Maude Thorne, Gertrude Bates

"Cousin Franx" Hartley, Lucy (f) Foster

It willl be recalled that the Unitarlan Ladles gave annually

a May Festlval, always a great event., Ths evening entetialnment
wag frequently amateur drama. Of those given at the Opera House
the followlng are covered by the book on that House:

1878. Farce, Trylng It On.

188%, Gilbert & Sullivan's Trial by Jury (see a later chapter)

1886, Comlc opera, Kinz Alfred

Alfred, W. F. Underhill
Farmer, Louis F. Gillette
Dumpkin, Ggord? B. Wright
Arabella, Eva Eagtman

(an excellent’ singing and abling cast)

Burletta, 0Qld Fritz

King, Louls J. Rundlett
Prince, Dr, Edward French
Baron, A. F,. Tandy
Sehbppseen, W. P. Underhill
Lina, Eva Eastman
Corporal, George B. Wright
(equally excellent)

Frances Hodgson Burnett's Editha's Burglar, dramatlzed by
Dr. Edward French (thes first play the editor ever saw)
Editha, Marie Jackson

Her father, W. P. Underhill
Burglar, Henry B. Colby

Sir Frarnecle Talfourd's musical burlesque, Alcestis, with

Rundlett, Wrlight, Underhill, Eva Eastman, and Annle Dletrich

as Alcestlas ( all excellent singers, some of them expert actors).




1891. Tea at Four o®Clock.

1897. Cpsrstta, The Toy Shop.

It was largely Unitarlian people furnished the svening
entertalnments at the Coffee Party for Centennial Heme for the
Aged at the Opsra House on December 13 14, 1883

Flrat night, 0Olass Day

John Buncombe, Dr. Edwin 0. Pearson
Franit Buncombe, W. P. Hayres
Ned Taylor, William M. Mason
Howard, Robert H, Rolfe

Levl, Dr. Joseph GChase
L6ttle Taylor, Annie Dietrich

Olive Hale, Jesgsle Harrlman

Mrs. Taylor, Mrs. Howard Kimball  (W.

Second night,a musical fantasia, Quesn of Hearts.

Falry Heartsease, Miss Amy Chage
Queen of Hearts, Mise Annie Dumas
Bce of Hearts Misgs Mabel Chage
Ace of Diamonds, Mlss Annle Dietrich
Ace of Spades, Miss Eva Eastman
Ace of Clubs, Miss Lizzle Cochran
King of Hearts, Dr, Joseph Chase
White Knlght, Dr, Edwin O. FPearson
KEnave of Hearts, H. D. Young
Knave of Diamonds, Harry H. Dudley

Ten of Hearts, Edward P. C _minsg
Heradld, Arthur F. Shepard (W, 0. H. 125)

Another principally Unktarian cast gave Longfellow's Dream

at the Opera House on November 30, 1886, with George B. Wright,
Maude Noyes (Blackwood), Annie Dietrich (Brown), Will H. Splth,

Stella May Britton (Jenks) and Dr. Arthur K. Day (W. 0. H. 180).

The Flower Mission was an organization of Unltarian young
ladies. With some oubside help, they put on a beneflt at the Memorlal
parish House on January 1, 1906, presentling Bunner's operetta; The

gegen 01d Ladles of Lavender Town. The large east will be found

on the next page.
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Lightning, Haskins, OCm&r S. Swenson

Jullus Caesar, Isaac Hill

Geobge Washington, Edward K. Wgodworth

Alexander the Great, John W. Woodworth

Johrn Bmith, Arthur R. Virgin

CharleB C. Confuclus, Frank E. Shepard

Henry the Elghth, Robert Jackson

Napoleon Bonaparte, Frederick A. Colton

Duchegs of Tidytown, Helen F. Woodworth

Page, Master W,1lis D, Thompecn, Jr,

Seven 01d Lzdles, Mary W, Stillings, Mrs. S ith

Anne W% Hobbe , Mrs. Brown

Grace Woodworth Mrs. Jones
Edlth M. Grafton Mrs. Robinson
Emalyn Holland Mrs, Simplkines
Lillian Glllette Mrs. Tlmkins
Charlotte M. 8Ti1llinge Mrs. Tralaba

Herbert W, 0Odlin, talented son of John W, 0dlin, was the
director, and Mrs. w}lliﬂ D+ Thompson was tHe planlast.

(Monitor, Jan. 2, 1906).

The Universallsts

After the demigse of the Young Feople's Unlon, the only
tfatrical venture by the Unlversalists durin the pericd to

1820 wap at the annual Valentine Party glven by the ladles of

the parish at the Opera House on February 15, 1887, when'ﬁ&e old farce

Slagher and Crasher was given with this cast:

Benjamln Blowhard, L« H. Carter
Sampson Slasher, Harry E. Doyen
Christopher Crasher, Herbert H, Wrlght
Lieut. Brown, H. B. Cleasby
John, H. b. Gleasby
Dinah, Mabel Sinclair
Rose, Mabel Rithardson
(W O Hi-2830s

and soms latent talent had besn foung
and trained. Thelr first publle appearance closed the perlod
covered by thls chapter.
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The Pageant of the Pllgrims was the i

. the Opera House. The date was November 25, 1928, 'The caet:

questloner, Ellshz C. Vaae
Interpreter, The Rev. George H. Reed
The Angel Miss Congtance FPeabod

= s wORELIATICEe [ ':fr

The Spirit of Brotherhood, Misa Peabody
Willlam Brewster, ﬂ;‘tr“ T. Winch
William Bradford, M. Davls
John Alden, i Davig
John Rﬂhiﬂatﬁ,
Gov.
l”'r‘aa.

Mia twu
”1"tve
Sherlf
Myles
Filrst

k

mcﬁ

Dy .'-i I &

Ot cte

Mrs. Elisa Paub “1k¢“a
“H*]tan Migse Ellen Godwln
?ﬁ-irb:n, Miss Elgie 0. Thorne

Harold Cheney

Mr. Cheney

Eversett L. Gould
Mr,. Gould
Wm. N. Bartholomew
Mr, Bartholomew
. Jerome Hoyt
geph B. Otla

™

0 m

I$ 17
g
L

Fiy e by
e
R

b B ol T R BT
Wi
LTS

b1
o
I
@
el

ar,

Lo lones
Stephen Hopklns, Hpnry M. Bunker
Igase Allerton, Lew Hasklne
James Chilton, Dx €~ A. Young
Degory Priest, o Maxhanm
Willlam Latham, el wﬂhﬁ?&g
John Billington, Maste) W*Tki‘a
Mistreses Hopklnes, Mre. G=o I« Green
“qﬂﬂwie Fq~5*wn, ,_;' .'ﬂ.u Otis

Billing Mia F.Fiﬂrﬂrr, gr.,
r-rn1:‘, Ilsﬂ
gtandigh
5cl¢¢a klijiﬂﬁ
-r3 CHiWTon
”u 1111ty Cooper, - L 1
lesire hltt?r, Htsr Ruth Chage
uD::I;,-:._'._ 3. Otis
Dr. H. H. Ameden
Mre., W. 4. Saltmarsh

Besldes the principals, the company of 85 lncluded Indians, ploneers
gymbollic Figures, and a chorus directed by Charleg 5. Conant. The
staging and action we 11 | by Mrs. Willlam H. Dunlap. Costume,
strlking. There was a crowded house, an enor-
repetitlon wae In order.
performance came on Novembsr 29, and made an equal
Qf:w hours after 1t was over, flre wae dlscovered l1ln the
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Cpera House, and the bulldlng that for forty-flve yeare had seen the

1
begt of theatricals, professional and amateur, became a total loss.

Amateurs had ralsed the curtaln of the house in 1875. In

1920 they rang it down for the 1la time upon a great performance.

(Based upon memories, programs of the performances,

geript of the pageant).




IX.
Cther Activities, 1876-1920.

The U. B. B. A.
Thls organlzation of printers had only a brief life. All of
thelr performances were in 1876.
Apr. 18. Douglas Jerrcld's The Rent Day, at Tahanto Hall (Mon. Apr.
19, 1B76).
Apr. 27.. The Rent Day, at Exchange Hall, Fisherville. There were songs
by Maud Dlycn, and by H. 5. Hamilton, a muslecal printer

(Monitor, Apr. 28, 1876).

Witness and Boots at the Swan, at Flcthervlille

——

Canton Wildey and Rebekahs

8, 18856, Farce, The Midnight Intruder, at Cabton Wildey Falr,

Opsra House.

Timid,

Enock Eneed Sam,

Zeb Fergnscn, Fred

Dark Lantern Bill,

Intplligent Gini“e,

Jennie, EX): ] (Ww. 0. H. 180)

Nov.12-13,1914. A, Day at the Ranch, ¢ = Audl torium, staged by

Mr., and Mra. 8. J. Rodenbaugh, travellng producsrs.

Muslcal cast of over 200. Princlpals:

Col. Miller, Joseph Perclval Nichols
Fritz Krousmyer, ChakdsD. Angell
Ikey Elnsetein, JamesM. Greeley

iam Bone, Charleas H. Fournler
Dusty Rhodea, Milton A. PErry
Mike Rafferty, Chriasty E. Mullavey
Arizona Pete, Rey L. Hill

song Bird, Mrag, J. P. Hlechaols
Frairie Flower, Alice Ralnie

Red Feather, Mre., George W. Brown
Tripping Fawn, Misg Ida Ericeon
Btar Light, Mise Stella Carleon
Rippling Water, Migs Gladysa Price
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Uncle S1las Goldbrick, George A. Dearborn

Faln on hie Face, Hs V., Tittemore

Standing Bear, George W. Brown
(Monitor, Nov. 13, 1914)

The Merry Whirl, at the Auditorium. Again about
200 in the cast, the most lmportant belng Chester
W. Clark, Christy Mullsvey, Ernest Cullum, Mras.

W. E. Ingram, Miss Ruth Dunstane, Mlegs Floresnce
Besse, and Harold Dearborn. Blaisdell'e orchestra

played (Monitor, Nov. 24, 1915).

The French Slage

In the latter part of the nineteenth century, & dappser llitile
Frenchman, "Professor’ Emile Pingault (some made it rhyme with spring-
halt), taught French in Concord, and taught it well. Twice hls pu-
rlls put on simple dramatlc performances,

At Merrimack Hzll, the East Concord class did a charade in
French with these students:

Mrg. Timmers, Miegs Kate Tallant

Mlle, de lg Grandmaison, Mrs. C. E. Staniels

Francolse, Migs Lilllan 5. Coon

Josephine, Miss Ellen Roblngon

Blanche, Migs Mabel H. Staniels

Fallelte, Willle Coon
(Monitor, July 12, 1889)

French class at St., Mary's School did

Le Doctrine de Megsleur with thls cagt:

Mila, sw Davant George 5%*3 , M3 s Balmer

Mme., de Recamler, Mlies Johneon

Mme. de Stael, Miss Fermald

Mme. de Lamartine, Migs Ramsey

Mlle., de Chateaubrland, Mies Lane

Maids, Mises Neergarde, Mies FPerklns
(Mgnitor, May 15, 1895)




Capltal Grange Dramatic

Club

For thirty years this changing

now and then. B8inee many of
eome of them passed unnoticed.

pmrade, in three acts
lock, Warren Street.

Jan. 31, 1889. ¢
)

Reyal Manning,
Matt Winsor,
Marcus Graves,
Slmon S8tone,
May Manning,
Besele Bradley,
Nancy Nipper,

group put on performances

them were at Grange meetings, probably

s at G. A. R. Hall, McBhane

Hubbard W. Aldrich
Albert Saltmarsh
We H. Hammond
Frank L. Lane
Grace G. Ordway
Lizzle Stokes
Carrie Mower

(Monitor, Jan. 30, 1889)

urn of the Tide, at Chase Hall.

Jonae Aldrieh,
G,E:Lpt-- Strs P‘fU!‘I‘iE,
Col, Ellaworth,
Herman Cllde,
Plrates,

Pepper,

Aunt Rebecca,
Susle Aldrich,
Lilllan Tacy,
Frisky,

Cperetta, Peppery Pa,
at Capltal Hall, with

Sgulre Verdant,
Fanny Verdant,
Sol Fegglo,

Mike,

Small Boy,

Betsy Slocum,
'Lias Sloccum,

Mr. Pedagogue,
Mr. Bwallow-tall,

~80=

Miss

Large audlience.

Frank Lans

Jd. M. Edwards

Albert Saltmarsh

J« Bs Mack

Emery Bachelder

W. A,
Arthur H, Britton
Miese Carris M. Mower

Migs Etta M. Clough
Miss Fanny Hlllegrove
Misg Josle Cofran

Plummer

(Monitor, Mar. 17, 19, 18%0)

or One Night at Singing School

a cast including much talent,

Solon Bugbee
Mres. W. H. Dunlap
Benjamlin E. Berry
Albert Saltmarsh

Farker Bugbee

Cella Standish
Charles Flanders
William H. Sawyer

Mr. Powers
(Monitor, May 14, 1201)




Nov. 20, 1901« The Doctor

Mr, Chuggs, Albert Baltmarsh
Mr. Plunker, Sclon D. Bugbee
Thomas Pleton, Harry J. Brown
Dillington Hopper, Mr. Kelley
Mrs. Effie Fleton, Mrs. W. H. Dunlap
Mra. Fanny Mayfair, Cella Standlish
Mra. Blllowby, Miss May Martin
(Monitor, Nov. 20, 1901)

June 19, 1919, The 0ld New Hampshire Home, at the Auditorium, for

the benefit of Concord Charlty Organization amd Dis-
trict Nureins Assocliation.

Farmer Wynthrop, Eben Chesley
Edward Van Dusen, Jogeph Kennedy
Ollvrer Stanhope, Herbert Kennedy
Zeb Watklns, Ferley B. Phillips
Mickey Mullins, Charles Ramgey
Moses Gazlnaki, Eddle Hanlon
Rawlings, Walter Dennerly
Mabel Winthrop, Jane Carey
T111ly, May Chesley

Mra. Winthrop, Ella Green
Muffins, Clara Wason

(Monitor, June 2, 10, 1919)

Concord Dramatic Company

Cnly one performance of this group has been found, though its

leaders included two of Mrs. Locke's pupils, Snborn and Smith and the

range stand-by, Albert Saltmarsh. hey played at Grand Army Hall

on February 28, 18%0, Cast Up By th 8, which was Among the Breaksrs

with a wvarlant name. The cast:

David Murray, George Sanborn
ruce Hunter, Albert Szltmarsh

Clarence Hunter, Ed Randall

Peter Paragraph, Will S.1th

Scud, Jean La.avitt

Larry Devine, Hinman C. Balley

Mother Carey, Ligzle W Ct+okes

Begs Btarbright, ILilllian J. Rose

Minnlie Daze, Flora Crltchett

Blddy Bane, Annle Critchett

(Monitor, Mar. 1, 18%0)




Concord Hlgh School

May 5, 1896. John Kendrick Bangs's A Propogal Under Difficulties

for the beneflt of the C. H. 8. TracK Team.
Bob Yardsley, George H. Joslln
Jdack Barlow, Arthur W. Thompson
Dorothy Andrewa, 8Sadle Critchett
Jennle, Blanche Dudley

(Monitor, May 5, 1896)

NOTE. At about the same time, according to un-
verifled memory, the group gave Timothy Delanc's
Courtshlp with RogerA. Dunpap and Miss Critech-
ettt 1in the leads.

Qet. 15, 1903. The Flying Wedze at Memorial Pariesh House

Tem Hurlburt, Leslie Cughman

Percy Suydam, Frank G. Cook

Alfred Chester, Aleander Murchle
Frances Dodge

Nellle Buydam, Bertha Morrison

Kate Chester, Ellsabeth Hobertson

Mary Seribner, Florerce Newell

Mrs., O'Flynn, Faye Dudley

(Monitor, Oct. 16, 1903)

-

at High School Hall. (ChaleysAunt)

Stephen Speitigus, Robert Kennedy
Col, Sir Francls Chesney, George Stickney
Jack Chesney, Charles Wardner
Charley Wykeham, Harold Bridge
Lord Fancourt Babberly, Howard Morriscon
Brasset, Willlam Murray
Donna Lucia D'Alvadorez, Mary Cragg
Kitty Verdum, Beatrice Nardinl
Amy Bpettigue, SBhirley Whipple
Ella Delahay, Dorothy Heed
(Monitor, Mar. 12, 1910)

The Private Tutor

Fred Spencer, Clauds A. LaBelle
George Carothers, Bokert B. Day
Herr Hinklsderfer, John Hyde
Richard, Willls D. Thompaon, JI.
Mr. Bpencer, Ralph Carr
Mre. Spencer; Ruth Garland
Dorothy Spencer, Ellzabeth Clinton
Miss S8nap, Mary Wilson
(Monitor, Mar. 14, 1913)
NOTE. LaBelle later jolned the Rollo Lloyd Players.




Daughters of Veterans

. At Grand Army Hall, on April 1, 1901, E. Florerice Barker

Tent presented Parspn Poor's Dpnation, with this cast:

Mrs. Dusenberry,
Mre. Beeha,
Widow Sharpe,
Terzimh Ann Tubbsa,
Madam Bradford,
Deacon Plunkett, Irving N. Marden
Naney Plunkett, Mra. A. B+ Lowell
Parson Poor, J. W. McMurphy
Mrg. Poor, Amy E. Lull
Peter Foor, Frank Happny
Luey Poor, Ellzabeth Fowler
Flve Children, Fred Crowell
Freeman Crogby
HEugene Upton
Charles Bllsborough
Buslie Crowell
Grace Bllsborough
Lillian Happny
Mabel Happny
(Monitor, Apr. 9, 10, 1%501)

Mrs. Ethel Morgan
Grace k. Dow
Mabel Moore
Samh Critchett
Madel Ordway

Three Girls,

Thesplan Amateur Dramatic Club

The sole publle performance of this club under the above

name was of My Brother's Keeper at Memorlal Parish House on April

20, 1903. The house was only falr. The cast:
Abel Benton,
Matthew Allen,

Frank E. Palumer
William J. Hargen

Hlchard Carnes,
Charlee Benton,
Joe Layton,
John Sharpe,
Grace Benton,
Rachel Allen,
Betsy Brown,

(Monitor, Apr.

Boeton and Maine Shop Dramati

Harry L.

Aldine F.

James J. O'Regan
Thompeon
Peter Clark
Ralph L. Nutter
n:"-li t-e
Hertha 1. Flsh
Allce G. Coulter
21, 1903)

¢ Glub

1

Apparently it waeg the same Club,

gole performance at the Memorlial Farlsh House on December

bill was called A. Walf

title for Among the Brsakers and
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with a change of name

cast was:




David Murray, Peter Clark
karry Devine, P. H. Lyons
Bruce Hunter, Jumes J. O'Regan
CRarence Hunterm John Greer
Peter Pawagraph, R. L. Nutter
acud, L. E. Haynes
Minnie Dyer, MirpiM. Donovarn
Bess Starbright, Mary R. McCarthy
Mother Carey, Mra. Peter (Olark
Norah, Katherine G. Qulnn

There wae an afterplece, Johnson's Busy Day

John Johneon, e M. Royce
Tom Toprall, Lyons
Gapt, Slang, Byrne
Chevaller Jacques, W
Terrence Brady,

(Monitor, D

The Concord Woman's Club.

Apr. 15, 1809. For Cne Nlght Only, at the Audltorium

Bpartan Spurglus Spotts, Harry R. Cressy
Frof. Martin Goldwhinney, Frank E. Shepard
Dr. Leopold Newman, Barton P. Jenks
Gharles Harkins, Charles E. Moors
Jack Harkline, Frederick A. Colton
Mrs. Goldwhinney, Miss Lucy Downing
Mrs. Newman, Mrs. Harold H. Blaks
FPaulsa, Misa Edlth Bennett
Hose, Miss Allce Brown

(Monitor, Apr. 16, 1509)
NOTE. Thlis was the flrst appearance, I think, of
Moors. Hls years in Ooncord were to be proflabie
for smateur dramatics. DMuch later the Woman'se Club
organized a graup to discuss the drama, and at tkir
flrst meeting called upon Moors to talk on staglng
a play (Monltor, Mar. &, 1924)

Nov.4,5,1520.Ernest Denny's All-of-a-Sudden Peggy, at the Auditorium.

Anthonyy Lord Crackenthorpe, Charles E. Moors
Hon. Jimmy Keppel, Fred H. Colburn
Jack Menzles, Righard T. Lyford
Ma ls Archlie Fhipps, Franclies G. Gleason
Parker, Bev, Harold H. Niles
Lucas, Fred I. Blackwood
Lady Crackenthorpe, , Mrs. Henrietta P. Btanley
Hon. Milllcent Keppel, Mrs. Charlotte White Webster
Hene Mrs. Colquhon, Mra. Agnes D. (Clement
Mrs., 0'Mara, Mra. Ruth Garland Rainle
Pegay, Mlssa Sara Comlne
(Monitor, Nove 5, 1920)

The Telsphone Girls

Gave thelr only performance on April 8, 1910, at the Memorial

2
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Parish House, presenting Belle Marshall Locke's fern Wanted.

Pruella, Eva Liberty

Elizabeth, Gwendolyn Whalen

Isatel, Alice Patolne
Monitor, Apr. 9, 1910)

The Woman's Colleze CGlub

The Progress of Mrs. Alexanderp at the Audlteorium.

MEe. Alaxandurénﬁﬂhﬁra. Winifred Webetser Timm
Alexander Salth, Charleg k. Moora
Fla“erca Keriyon, Mildred Psardon
Charles Franclis Fuller,3d, wWalter H., Tlmm
f‘llbﬁ Sarsk 1 Fred Colburn
M L3 ] 5 Misas Grace Blanchard
Henrleita A. Powell
Kathryn 2. White
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The Girls' Friendly Club

Eﬁlli.-'.-' ::'.,-'..tl i-qlJ...l L-O\-I.h.--
at the Audltorium,
Vata OV -

Eate eonnor r

T e .1 T

MaT ._-_.,fLI‘L-t- .'I':‘ﬂll:—_; »
Battle Cameron,
Barbars Livingston,
Marion Re ?3115,
1_:._;1..; Hemia 'I-..l.uLJ.. BOI Ly
Sar Jane Lo

- 1 i Tl \'r\-d'l_pu\ §

Al 4___.5
-.'ala.'
Juet Lizzle,

There was & male
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came to direct
Loveland,
e Dannelly,
St a Wakhe
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John Weber,
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