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NCOTE

Too little attention hase been pald, in city historiea,
to anything bearlng on cultural history except achoolsa, and

even that has been of a statlstleal bent, fortthe most part.

This manusceript, like the similar manuseript concerning wWhite's

Epera House, ls desligned to present material that will fill one
of the gaps., Othem need to be lled, in particular musical
actlvitles, which are covered only very incldentally by this
arnd the Opera House work.

Clues to materiale for muslical trends, ae well as many
other things unrelated to cultural history, will be found in
a card catalogue of notes I have gathsred from newapapers from
1790 to 1927.
Someone He ho; xtend that ecatalogue and

bring articular
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I

"Tragedy and Comedy."

As far as can be fbund, the first dramatic performameein
Concord was staged by amateurs in 1793, It aroused conslderable
publlc controverey, a newspaper war, and practically a politiecal
battle., Concord, as a white settlement, was slxty=sly years old.
Founded under Puritan influence, the town still remained, in 1793,
a community with a large sense of repugnance to the theater. Among
the good church people was George Hough, edlitor and printer of our

firset newspaper, The Concord Herald. In politics, Hough was a strict

Federalist. But there were antli=Federalists in Concord, the lsader
of whom was Judge Timothy Walker, son of the first parson. He and
others like him were socon to eall themselves Republicans, then Demo=
eratlie Republicans, and finally Democrate.

In the summer of 1792 a young printer from Boston named
Eli jah Russell jolned the Hough office, and for several weeks hig
name appeared as Jolnt publisher of The Herald. Hough and Russell
meanwhile announced a proposal to print by subscription The Female

Gulde; or, Thoughts on the Education of that Sex, also another work

with the title Sprinkling, & Scriptural Mode; and the Infants of

Believers, Froper Subjecte of Baptlism. All that precedes may be

sufficlent to show something about the soclal state of Concord in

thoee days.

In The Herald of August 25, 1792, Hough announced thathhsra

had never been any partnership, though one had been pro Jected; that
Russell had withdrawn his "assistance and attention" from the Herald
office for over a week, and appeared to be in pursult of business
"ir. a separate department"; hence The Herald would (omtlnue under

the orlglnal publisher. B3o Ruesell's named disappeared, and a week
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later the name at the head of the paper was Hough'e Concord Herald.

On September 9, 1792, the nature of Russell's "eeparate depart=-

ment" appeared with the first lssue of a rival paper énllﬂd The Mirrour,

edited and publlshed by Elijah Rusesell. To 1t flocked the budding

Democrats and some others who saw in Russell a man with a little more

nose for news than Hough, From the first, The Mirrour supported John

Langdon, who was to become the New Hampshire leader of the Democrats.
There 18 a story, not too well proved, that Langdon gave Ruseell finan
c¢lal backing. And now, with more background, we are ready for our
firet theatrieal group.

The first we hear of it in print is a letter to Hoggh in his
issue of January 31, 1793. "It ie a pity," said the anonymous writer,
"that some of the young GENTLEMEN who propose to be atlors in the in-
tended Tragedy in the Senate Room, should so soon degrade themselves
by endeavouring to ridicule those Pupils who are preparing to Join in
the Exhibition intended by our worthy Master." Our generatlion does
not know by experience the fancy of early dayé for the exhlblition of
echool children by their teachers in recitation, dlalogue, cratory,
and other show pleces--a fancy that lasted well into the nlineteenth
century. Having thls fancy,the letterewriter got quite wrked up.
Admitting that the "acbors" asserted that they had no thought of ine
juring the school s&hibltién, he yet declared that "their conduct be=
trays them....thelr sneering & petty arts are discovered~sand the good
people ogf\the town desplee the method made use of to laugh the little
worthy Lads out of countenance, and are determined to encourageand
support them in their laudable undertaking, in preference to the

Eighteen Penny institution for the benefit of a few who ought to be

in better business.”

Who were the persons thus excoriated? If there had been any
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ridicule of "the little worthy Lads" of the school exhfbition, it
must have come from the youngest of the cast, two boys who were
given the female partas--Master John Roche and Master J. Chase.
Puffed with their importance and with a sound feeling that their

"lines" were more hifalutin and interesting than those of the schodl

éxhibiiicn, they would not have been boys if they had not crowed insufe

ferably. Some fond parent of a "worthy Lad" thus patronized probably
wrote the letter, unless George Hough was slyly trylng to take it
out on Elljah Russell.
Thoze who took the male parts were Philip and Obadiah Carrigaln,
Ell jJah Russell, Dr. I. Sanborn, and A. Sanborn. The Carrigalns were,
o¥% were about to be, the young blades of the town. PFhlllp was then
Obadliah was
seventeen and was to graduate from Darpmouth in 1794, THEYXNEXEIEENE
fifteen. They were favorites with the girls, who later were some=
times to distrust Obadlah's liking for liquor. Both were great
readers and memorizers of poetry. Later they were to engage, with
doubtfuld succese, 1ln a general store (then called, in English
fashion,a shop). Six years later was to rise"Carrigain's Folly",
stlill standing at the north end. Phlllp was to coach for c&lagah
entrance more than one man of later distinction, was to wrlte fes-
pectable verse, was to be Secretary of State and the creator of the
first ambitious map of New Hampshire. The Sanborns I have been
unable te place. Of the two boys, John Roche was the son of the
widow of the famous, or infamous, Major Robert Rogers by her second hus=
band. The Chase boy may have been Jacob Chase, 15, 1f his volce had
not changed, son of EXX¥ Town Clerk Caleb Chase, who was a graduate
of New Jersey College. Arthur Rogers, about 23, older half brother
of John Roche, and veritable son of Rogers the Ranger, wae to speak
the prologue. He was about to be called to the bar. Thls was the crew,
conservatlves.

probably largely antl-Federallst, upen whom fell the EMEEF¥EEILE
Bk




The Herald's charge was glven attention, a few days after it

appeared, in The Mirrour of February 4, 1793. Under the heading
"Tragedy turned Comedy", was a letter to Mr. Russell, referring to
"that malicious Nonsense in Hough's last Paper" as "too despicable to
merit Notice." Yet the writer proceeded to notice 1t. "What Ridicu~-
loueness! to éuppoae those Actors have any Envy agalnst é parcel of
little Children, and wish to prevent them from learning to read, or

even..s.declalm, or proclalm, or exclaim, or make Speeches, or bawl,

or voelferate, or act, or exhjblt--or do anyXMI¥E Thing else they
ﬁnﬁ thos : wp«-"ﬂ

e b X
please.i =«lhey nevaﬁ even thought of the Schooll "

Before the next lssue & The Mirrour, the intervening issue of

The Herald ran a letter from "Parent and 014 Inhabitant" which hae

not been found. Thils was ansﬁerad in The Mirrour of February 11, 17%2,

underx the title "Mpre of the Tragedy" by "Another Inhabltant." For
five weeks thereafter all was quliet in_newaﬁaper cipclea. The joung
gentlemen, rehearsing the while, knew how to advertise. In The Mir-
rour of March 18, 1793 one who signed himself "A Bewailer" wrote that
after all the bluster, all the assurances, all the newepaﬁer war, "the
poor Tragedy le suffered to evaporate in smoke! 0! infamous! " To whlch
the editor appended a note that the tragedy would be enactéd “ﬁﬂxt
week." But it was not ready for two weeks. Meanwhile the aéhosl

exhibition was observed on March 28 and noted in The Mirrour of April

1.

And in that eame issue the actors announced that on the next

Wedneesday evening, April 3, Dr. Young's tragedy, The Revenge, would be

given by a pumber of young gentlemen, followed by a pantomime. "Scene"
at 7 o'clock. Tickets, one shllling each, at Mal). Duncan's, at ﬁanlayﬂ
& Partridge's, and at E. Russell's. The net profit (if any) woula not
g0 to the entreprensurs, aes statead by The Herald, but for Buch benefit
a8 the gelectmen should think proper. The selectmen would be admitted

gratis, but that wae the extent of the free liet,

i




Here was a truly ambitious undertaking. Edward Young, D. D.

(1683-1765) i& now remembered only as a poet who in Night Thoughte

cofned numberless fine phrases that have become part of the common
language. He also wrote plays in blank verse, and gince he wae no Shakes
peare, Marlowe, or Jonson, they are lomg since forgotten. Hle second

play, The Revenge, was produced at Drury Lane on April 18, 1721, and

ran for only slx nights. But it was later revived and had a long pop=
ularity. It wae a variation of the theme of Othello. The principal
character, Zanga, was the equivalent of Iago. Though the lines were
bombastic, they gave an actor opportunity for effective rant which

was popular at the time but has long since passed from any theater
except the burlsgque.

The scene is laid in Spain. Zanga, a captive Moor, 1ls lntent
on revenge. Don Alonzo, the Spanish general, and hls friend, Don Car=
los, are both in love with Leonora, daughter of Don Alvarez, a courtler.
Alvarez intends Leonora for Don Carlos, butK she does not love him and
wede Don Alonzo. Zanga forges a letter from Carleos to Leonora, pute 1t
in the way of her husband, who believes her to be false. Zanga excites

Alonzo's hatred until the latter glves him authority to have ExRaax

Garlos murdered, whlle 4ilonzo attempte Leonora's 1life. ﬁgﬁgtﬁéurags

fails and he leaves hie dagger by her plde as she sgleeps. Zanga makes
Leonora believe that the dagger means that Alonzo ig Jealous. There fol
lows a scene in which Alonzo charges Leonora, and she stabs herself.
The play ends with Zanga expoeed, the real truth of all maties known,
and Alonzok sulclde.

The performance of Aprll 3 was repeated on the 1llth, at the
Court House, where the leglslature met, on thelsite of the present
Court House. Mr. Hough gave respectful attention to the school ex=-

hibition, but ignored the drama. The Mirrour of the 15th gave more

=
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than a column to a review of the play. "This," said the paper,
"was a virtuous, sentimental and rational Amusement to the respecte
&bla Inhabitants of thls Town-=and ag it wae performed was certalnly
an Honour to Concord.”" The cast was as follows:

Don Alonzo, the Epaniéh General, fl Mr. C. Carrigain
Don Carles, his friend, Dr. 1. Sanborn

Don Manuel, Don Carles's attendant, A. Sanborn

Don Alvarez, a courtler, Mr, E. Russell
Zanga, a captive Moor, Mr, P. Carrigain
Leonory, Don Alvarez'e daughter, Master John Roche
Ieabella, wife to Zanga, Master J. Chase

The young gentlemendid not have the courage to tell Concord

that Ieabella was cast by Dr. Young as the mietreese, not the

wife, of the Moor,

The Mirrour's remarke on the performance are enthuslastic. Zangs

was "acted completely and to the Lufe by Mr, P. Carrigain; his
Qeatures were judicious, and his Solllogules were listened to

with most pleasing, polite Attention, by the Audlence, at¥ the
Conclusion of which he had the whole applausive gallery Roar."
obadiah Carrigain (Alonzo) "performed with graceful Spirit...received
the frequent Clap of the elated Audlience." Don Catdes (Dr. San
born) "supported his Character to Perfectlon.” Leonora performed
"her Bart inimitably well." Mr. Russell was too modest to describe
ﬁiaown acting, but he 5ave-great credit to Arthur Hogera‘s oratory
in the prologue. Rogers was also stage manager and attended to the
scenery, with the help of Mrl Chase, presumably the Town Clerk.
There was music from the flute of Simeon Hall, the bass viol of
Levi Hutehins, the fiddle (probably) of Moses Swett and other in-

etrumente. Nor must we forget the stomy of the costumling.

"Phe dreesee of the prineipal Actors and Actress, were

i




truly elegant, exceeding rich, and shone to the greatest advantage;
and 1t was remarked by many present, who have geen European Stages,
that they never saw Clothes more brilliant." The costumes were made
by the Harr$s slsters, daughtere of Robert ﬂarria, a merchant, and

epeclal pralse was given to Mise Nancy. Harriet was noi named by

Russell, His particular care appears to have been for Nancy. When

irhs
botﬁiware married out of town in 1795, Ruseell epoke of Nancy as

"the amiable accomplished and agreeable Mles Hancy? but he had no
énconiuma for Harrliet.

Ve know nothing about the pantomime that followed the
tragedy, except EggrArthur Rogers had the principal part. In those
days the serious play was usually followed, even on the profesebnal
stage, by a short farce, cor something of the sort, so that all
tastes might be served, and the practice was common until, a century
later, the 1D-ED-}D+5howE of repertoire companles gave conﬂﬁ?t to
their programs by vaudeville aklis between the actes.

But there was more comedy after the performances, though
not in the Court House. The players had advertlsed thaqthare would
be no free admisslon except tohhe gpelectmen. The gelsctmen were
there? so were thirty others who did not pay for their tickets, Ap=
parently the sour oppeonents of the young gentﬁimen remarked on the
street that there was a breach of faith. Mr,Russell had tqdafend
them by eaying that the players did not give pasees; he himself
(perhaps to get a house) had pald for the thirty tickets out of hils
private purse, and glven them away.

There were too many comic attending clrcumstances, but one must
admire the courage of the players. In whal respect do the alme of the
modern amateur theater exceed the epirit of 17932 Here was a professio
al tragedy, performed with locally made scenery, locally made costumes,

o
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by local "hame, with local music, What higher aims can one ask?




11.

A Generation Without Theater.

The attempt of the "young gentlemen" to bring drama to Concord,
though brave and ambitious, was decldedly premature. Concord was still
too emall and too near the ploneer Puritan stage of civilization to
support the theater. Moreover there were no halle except very small
ohes--togemall to permit effective production. For a full thirty-five
yeare the town was not agaln to see a dramatic presentation. Meanwhile
population was to increage--glowly at first, from a predominately
agricultural community, to one predominately of a village character.

In 1790, the census showed 1747 inhablitants. That lncreased 305 in
the next ten years, 341 more in the decade 1800-1810, an additional
445 by 1820, making at that time 2838. In the decade 1820-1830 the growth
was nearly 900, almost as much as the prior three decades together.
Concord wae then enjoying a really phenomenal growth of over 30 per
cent 1in ten years. Meanwhlle the town had become the permanent state
capltal and the seat of Merrimack County. That growth, as will be
seen ln the next €hapter, brought the Eagle Coffee House and 1ta
@Greclan Hall.

Those thirty-five years had a falr amount of small-town en-
tertalnment. On the more eeriocus slde, thsre were many lectures.
Dr. Henry Bond, a loecal physlclan, began in September, 1817, a course
of thirty chemical lectures, illustrated wlthkxperimenta (Patriot,
Aug. 12, Bept. 23, Nov. 18, 181T7). He foldowed that with another
course including subjects in physlice, with the aid of an air pump

and electric apparatus. Tickets were § 5 for the course (Patriot,

Apr. T, June té, 1818). A Mr. Gleason lectured on astronomy at the

Magsonic Hall (over the Lower Bank) on Nov, 17, 1818, at 6 P. M.,

tickets for lady and gentleman, 50 cente (Patriot, Nov. K7, 24, 1818).
O




Next came Dr. Alexander Ramsay from Edinburgh by way of Fryeburg,
Maine, lscturer on anatomy and physiology, intended more speclally for
doctors, at a fee of $30 sach for the course. But Isaac Hill of the
Patriot, hoping that the distingulshed anatomist would have such suc-
cese a8 to carry out his hope to make Concord the center of his teach-
ing, urged the general purchase of tlckets. H1ll, bitterly oppeosed to
Dartmouth College, wished Concord to outrival Hanover as the seat of
a2 medical school. Rameay gave his lectures to physicians in the morn-
ing, but every Baturday evening he gave popular lectiWes to ladiles,
gentlemen, and young people. They ran from early August to mid=-Octo-
ber, 1819, and were apparently held in the bullding on the site of
the present Patriot Bullding, which was later moved back on Park
Street and 1ln late years demaliahedﬁto make way for the A. and P.
Supermarket (Patriot, June 15, July 20, July 27, 1819). That bulld-
ing contained, on the second floor, over Wilcomb's store, a small
hall in which the Eplscopal Churech first worshlpped, and in thie hall
the lectures were gliven.

Dr. Bond, with the encouragement of Dr, Ramsay, announced another
course of chemical lectures to follow Rameay's course (Patriot, July
27, 1819). Ramsay's popular lectures, at least, were soon moved to the
Town Hall (on the site of the present Court House) and the evenling
changed to Wednesday, slnce Baturday night was so much deveoted to splr-
itual preparation for the Sabbath. These popular lscturee coveed a
wide scope==-the evile of intemperance, the nuesing and rearing of
children, the control of passions and temper, and even natural theo-
logy (Patriot, Aug. 24, Sept. 14, Sept. 28, Oct. 19, 1819). Ramsay
had to cloge in order to prepare a book on the outlines of anatomy

and physlolpgy, but promised to return (Patriot, Sept. 28, 1819).

He was back in April, 1820, under thehuapicaa of the New=Hamp-
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shire Medlical Socliety, lecturing to doctors (Patriot, Mar. 20,

1820). 1In June and July he lectured to doctors and members of the
leglslature at $10 g head (Patriot, Apr. 25, 1820), and prpoeed to
the leglelature that they give him ald to start a medlcal school
here. They turned him down, and he went to Conway and opened a
private school there, did not do well, as mighf be expected in
that remote place, and was lost to the local scene (Patriot, July
4, 1820, Apr. 16, 1821, Aug. 13, 1821). He dled in Parsonsfield,
Maine, a tired disappointed old man, Nov. 24, 1824 (Patriot, Dec.
6, 1824),

Somebody demonstrated gas lights, phoephorie 1lluminaticn,
and the administration of nitrous oxlde at 25 cente on Aug. 235,
1821(Patriot, Aug. 20, 1821). And for a time, in the fall of
1824, Mr. Bosrdman, head of the local Young Ladles Literary Sem=
inary, lectured three evenings at 25 cents each in the small hall
over Wilcomb's store (Patriot, Oct. 18, 1824). There was a course on mx
mathematics, physics, and astronomy in the spring of 1828 in the
Court room over the Town Hall (Patriot, Mar. 31, 1828). Concord
wae not lacking in opportunities for the learning of sclence during
those years.

But more to the point, for this study, Mr, Turner began, on
Jan. 17, 1825, in the hall over Wilcomb'a store, a course of lec-
tures on elocutien{Patriot, Jan, 17, 1825)

The lighteriside of entertalnment, during this generation,
was so different from what we know that 1t should, as & matter of
antiguarlianism, be described, though 1t has almosi no part in the
getory of theatricals.

Cn Aug. 21 and 22, 1805, one could see at Stickney's Tavern,
north corner of Main and Court Streets, a show featuring an "Incom-
prehensible Cryetal, and Reflecting Mirror", with ﬂixfgiil%lguraa
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and a lEve crocodile, all for 25 cents, children half price (Courier
of New-Hampshire, Aug. 21, 1805). Thie was at once the first wax works
and the first animal ghow ever seen here. A better show of wax works
came to Masonic Hall in 1814, with llkenesses of Washlngton, Commodbre
Perry, and others. For good measure, patrons could have shocks from
an electrical machine and listen to music from a concert organ, tambou=-
rine, and triangle-=-all for the usual 25 cente, children under ten at
half price. For an extra quarter, one could have two profiles cut.
That went on for several days (Gazette, June 14, 1814). "A New Museum"
showed in the same place the next year, with wax flgures 5f the haroaa-
of the War of 1812, including a black boy who was in the Batfle of

Lake Erie, all to the muslc of a chime organ played by elght wax flgures.
The usual prices prevalled (Gazette, May 30, 1815).

Later that year Concord saw, for three days, its flrst elephant,
exhibited in a barn at the south corner of Maln and Church Streets.

The elephant, claimed to be the only one in America, was only eight
feet high, according to the advertlsing. Children under twelve could
get 1in for half the admisslon of 25 cents, but the ehowman declned to
make epecial contracte for whole families (Gazette, Sept. 12, 1815;
Patriot, Sept. 12, 1815).

Another wax workse showed in the room over Weet & Abbott'e store
néxt door to Barker's Tavern (site of the Rumford Arms) for two weeks.
Besidee 38 l1life-size figures, including efflgies of many historical
persons from Columbus to the War of 1812, Shakespearean characters,
Bluebeard, etec., there was a mechanical panorama of thirty-slx moving
figures and "22 elegant views", besides "2 elegant organs" (Patriot,
June .3, 151%}-

Something new came to Town Hall for a week- three palntings of

of the Battles of Lake Champlain and Flattsburg (Patriot, June I3, 31821).

A palnting, "The Orphan's Christ Rejected", nine by fifteen feet, was

=13=




at Thenh#il over wilcﬂmh & Tarleton's store for a few days (Patriot,
June 23, 30, 1823).

. The "Grand Caravan" wae deservedly popular in warm weather.

In thie paricd it was a menagerle, with no eguestrian performers
m%iﬁﬁﬁﬁin%ﬁ%'ﬁ It %{yfqﬁﬁfﬁf;iﬁ;;fmaﬂmﬂ showed

June 4-12, 1823, in a yeard opposite the Phoenik Hotel (Patriot,

June 2, 9, 1823%)., It showed a,g‘;n June 7-10, 1826 (Patriot, May 29, 1826),
and on June 6-9, 1827, in a new bullding (Probably the Eagle Coffee

House) then being erected opposite the State House (Patriot, June 4, 1827).
All the while thie menagerie was growing. The caravan of animals "recent-
ly imported from the Tower of London", apparerlly the same as the "Grand

Caravan", but with the addition of an elephant, a royal tiger, a ﬁair

f kaﬁgaren y two camela, and other beasts of superlor interest, showed
- 1e~17,198

At the rear of the Columblan Hotel (just south of the present New
Hampshire Savings Bank Bullding), with a slde-sghow of wax figures in
(Isaac) Hill's Hall on the site of the Bank (Patriot, June 16, 1828).

That was followed, on the l4th to the 1T7th of the next meonth,
on the same lot, by Concord'e first circus. To be sure, there were
only slx horses and riders, but there was a riding-master, a clown,
ground and lofty tumbling, and still vaulting. Box seate were 50 cents,
plt seats 25 cents. No emoking wae permlitted. There was a side-show
where one could see, for 124 cents, two ostriches, and nothing more
(Patrio$ June 30, 1828).

Music played & large part in the life of Concord in those years.

Singing schoole were frequent, from the leadsershlp of Asa McFarland
(not yet a minister) 1793 4o the coming of Henry E. Moore in 1826.
Moore was & muslclan many parts, and wae soon to publish The News

Hampshlire Collection of Church Muglic, which went through edltion after

edition. He was also to have a voecal and instrumental echool.
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The Concord Musical Soclety, which had its start in 1793, flourlshed
for twenty-five years. The Central Myeical Soclety, gathering people
from surrounding towns as well as from Concord, existed from 1811 for
over twenty years. The New-Hampshire Musical Soclety, drawing members
from all over the state, was active from 1818 to 1825. The last two
met 1n various towns in their districts, but frequently in Concord.

The programs of all these socleties called for buelness meetinge and
rehearsals, with an evening performance in the 0ld North Church or Rep=
resentatives Hall. An address on muslec wae always a feature of the
performance. The programs given constantly matured, from 0ld Hundred

and pealm tunes to the great choruses of The Messlah, The Creation,

and other coratorics. Among the Concord people prominent in one or
more of the socletles were Philip and Obadliah Carrigain, John 0Odlin,
the Rev. Dr. Asa McFarland, Ieaac Hill, Stephen Ambrose, Dea. David
Hall, Abel Hutchins, the Rev, Ierael Evans, Dea. Joseph Hall, Richard
Henry E.Moore,
Bradley,,and Samuel Fletbhher. Dea. Joseph Hall gave the Concord Society
a fund of $§500. The Soclety was a North Church affair, and when it
became extinet, the fund was turned over to the Church, which still
has it and usee the lncome for the partlal support of its chorus
cholr. Among the out-of-Concord people prominent in the New-Hampshire
Soclety were Chief Justice William M. Richardson, the Rev. Thomas Beede,
the Rev. Jonathan Curtls, who dld some composing, Dr. Joslah Klttredge,
Dr. Moses Long, Dr. R. D. Mussey, and others well-known at the time
in the state.
The New-Hampshlre Soclety had a part ln entertalning Lafayette
in Concord in 1825. Other perfcrmances of note in Concord included
the appesarance of the Handel Sceclety of Dartmouth in conjunction with
the Middlesex Muslical Soclety of Massachusetts, at the Cld North on Sept.

19, 1810. They "exhibited"y eald Isaac Hill, "one of the most splendid

musical perfarmaﬁcea probably ever witneseed in New-England." They
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ranged from 0ld Hundred to antheme and Handel's Grand Hallelujah.

The address on music was by the famous Rev. Samuel Worcester of
Salem, Mass. (Patriot, Sept. 25, 1810; Gazette, Sept. 25, 1810). But some
people were lupatient with oratorias, and got restless. Chlding them,
Igsaa ¢ Hill wrote: "Music, among civilized men, hae been universally
esteemed~--it diaangéges the thoughts from vulgar pursuits, cherlshes
the higher feelings of the heart, and prepares man for those heavenly
contemplations of which he is capable." (Patriot, June 13, 1820).

The flrst concert of a diffaren£ nature was that in Masonle Hall
Dec. 2§ and 26, 1822, by Miss Plimpton, “"the young Columbian Vocalist
from Boston", aneeisted by her father and brother, who played the
violin, French harn and six-keyed bugle. There was a "great varisty
of fashionable and popular: Songs, Duets, &c." The time also was
fashihable--64 o'clock. Tickets were the standard 25 cents, and could

be bought elther at the Phoenlx Hotel bar across the street, or at

the Hall{TAGast Qre.2? tﬁm) :

A sacred concert at the Brick (First Baptist) Meeting House--
the only one of the auditoriums etlll 1in existence=-=brought toCyncord
a group of far more noted musiclans. Col. D. R. Newhall directed.
His company included Misse Ostinelll, plano; Mr. Ostinelll, viollnj
Mr., Graupner, double bags; Mr. Bartlett, trumpet and Kent bugle;
also a company of singers from Boston who were assisted by some
members of the Central Musical Soclety. For this concert the tickets
went to 50 cente (Patriot, Aug. &6, 1827).

A lower order of art than the musiclian's, but nearer the theater,
was that of the ventriloguisf. The first who brought it to Concord
was Mr. Charles, on June 7 and 8, 1821, at Masonic Hall. Isaac Hill
gave him an editorial puff as known on both sides of the Atlantie, "the
greatest ventriloquist perhaps now living." It wae sald that from ihﬁ
profits of a two-years tour in the United States he had purchases 7000
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athesr
f}n Jefferson, New Hampshire. His charges were high for the time-=-

50 cents. (Patriot, June 4, 11, 1821).

But a greater ventrilogquist than he, if local tradltlions are
bellevable, was Richard Potter, a Cuban transplanted to Andover, New Hamp-
ghire, whence the name of Potter Flace, where he bullt a fine house
wlith hand-carved trim made by himself. He firast appeared at Maaﬂh&&
Hall on Dec. 31, 1823, and Jan. 1, 1824, To feate of wventriloquism,
he added sleight-of-hand and comic songe, and he charged only 25 centsa.
He was back agalin within a fortnight, and appeared every evening
from Jan. 14 during court week, for Concord was now the county seat
(Patriot, Jan. 5, 1824). His last performance during this engagement
was on Jan., 19, Though his talents "as a comic actor are of high class"
and his performances "are of good moral tendency", he yet suffers a ;
"emattering of peraeuﬁtian." (Patriot, Jan.l9, lé24). Perhaps Con=-

&ord wag stlill too Puritan;-ﬁ?slbly hlﬁkatk gcolor wae at [lrest a draw-
back.

At the end of the period, Potter played June 3 and 4, 1828,
in the hall in Hill's Bullding (where the New Hampshlire Bank now gtands) .
He gave his standard program: Part 1. Magic. Part 2. Dissertation on
Noses, Part 3. Ventriloquism, toppling off with balancing. He stlill
hpld to the country price of 25 cents (Patriot, June 2, 1828). He
had become a favorite, and was to remain such. The tales that have
come down to us of his feats of ventrilogquiesm are soc marvelous as Lo
test imaginatlon and crédibility, but that he was a great artlst of
his sort is undeniable, '

Twice during the periocd "theatrical" performances were given
here (Potter never called his such), but they were merely recitations,
interspersed with songs. Thus the Patriot of Aug. 24, 1819, related that
on the 19th Mr. Bernard, "the favorite of the Boston Theater", Mr, Brenan,
and Mrs. Wheatley performed 1in Stickney's Hall and were 8o aﬁcceaaful
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that they stayed over and repeated the next nlght. Bermard's program
wae all recitation. It included "Three Warningas", a "Dissertation on E
Faults", "The New-Castle Apothecary", and "Joln Gilpin's Ride". The
other ﬁwv_aang, Mr, Brenan playing the piaﬁc. :

On April 11, 1820, McCleary and Morrison, "from the Theatre New-

York, late of Montreal", were announced for that night at Masonic Hall.

The promise was not drama, but a "well arranged feast" and "novelty"

Fatriot, April 11, 1820).
But the last year of the period, 1828, was to bring the theater

in fact.




II1.

Greclian Hall.

The attempt of the "young gentlemen" was premature, in part,
as already noted, because Concord had no hall sultable for theatri-
cals. Until such a hall was available, there could be no profesasion-
al theater here, and professionals were nseddtn show our people what
the drama was llke. B8uch a hall came with the Eagle Coffee House,
which was built in 1827. Though Captain William Rlichardson, the ladd-
lord, hoped to be able to serve dinner there on January 8, 1828, in
cedébration of Jackson's victory at New Orleans, he was unable to do
so (Patriot, Dec. 24, 1827: Jan. 14, 1828). But on February 4, 1828,
he announced that he was ready to recelve and entertaln company {EEE'
riot, Feb. 4, 1828). Richardson was succeeded by John P. Gass, for-
merly manager of the Columbian Hotel (on the elte recently purchased
by the Merrimack County Savings Bank), but more recently of the Broad-

way House, New York. In taking over, he spcke of theEagle as the

"eplendid New Hotel" (Batriot, 28, 1829).

There wae much to support the claim. Within three ysars Gasze
had added somewhat to the house, which fronted on Maln Street dlrectly op-
posite the State House for ninety-six imposing foet, and rose three storles
ir. height abpve the basement. At the rear were two wings, esach seventy-
five feet long, one or both two storiea high. There were nine parlors,
three dining rooms (one of them sixty feet long), one dressing room,
sixty-four bed roome, and one hundred and twenty-four "elegant" feather
peds and halr mattresses. Gass declared that "the living is so good
at the Eagle that I have already got the gout; and ag for the bar that
is well enotigh." Finally, the house included, as it had from the first,
a hall 64 by 32 feet (Patriot, May 28, 1832 )e-Grecian Hall.
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This hall at once interested those who had dramatic ambltions.
1t was hardly ready for the public bsfore the members of theConcord
Dramatic Society were notified by thelr secretary, D. M. Prescott, to
meet at the Eagie Gc;gﬁszpusa on April 3 at 7 P. M. (Patriot, Mar. 31,
1828). Nothing furtﬁE;FiE known about thls organization. It may have
been organized to get professionals to come here, rather Lhaagn ams-
teur group. According to Lyféfd'é History (p. 377) there were two
other groups at about thies time--The Evergreen Fraternity and The
Myrtle Wreath, both saild to have been "home" dramatic societkes, by
which 18 understood that they flaurishéd, if at all, in the homes
of the members., But agaln we have no further knowledge of their
activities, It is probable that the first local apearance of pro-
fesslonal drama did something to encourage whatever the locaqgroupa
did.

Gilbert and Trowbridge, first profeseslonals to bring dramsa
to Concord, came to Greclan Hall on July 21, 1828, and played
nightly, fer—twe—weeks, Saturdays of course excepted, for a fort-
night. On the first night they presented Tobin's The Honeymoon,

With the alt¥native title dropped, that play
wae to remain a favorite for professionals and audliences untl late
in the century. The farce that ended the program, after a eong,

wae Fortune's Frolle, or the Good Use of Riches (Patriot, July 14,

1828).

It %Ppeara that there were changes of bill during the first
week, for the Patriot of July 28, pralsing thie "first experiment”
for Oonecord ard remarking that 1t had been "respectably sustalned

by the public", specially mentloned the presentation of Timour the

Tartar on Thursday evening as such as "would have done cradi4to tige

Theatrical Boarde of Boston, New-York or Prniladelphla. The playBsess
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are such as accord with the feelings of the refined delicacy...."
Apparently some people got to the metropolis now and then and atfﬂnded
the theater.

Concord wae indeed fortunate in having such a troupe as Gil-
bert and Trowbridge to introduce real theater in Concord. John Gil-
bert, of Boston, then only elghteen, was destined to become famous
and to be remembersd to this day. It wae a long tlime ago, bquithin
fifty years I saw his second wife and widow on the Boston stage, in-
8isting on belng known as Mre. John Gilbert and noqby her own name,

play ae a very old lady with consummate grace and charm. John himgelf,

in his old age had Epeciallisd in old-man parts, it 1s sald, with the

same art.
Lyford'e History (pp. 366-367, 862) tallaFﬂ that the Trowbridge
was probably Henry Trowbrldge of New Haven. His wifa. Mr. and Mr.
. Ashley, and two or three others completed the small company.
The openling bill for the second week was Shakespeare's Qthello,

the Moor of Venlce, followed by a farce, Young Wldow, or a Lesson for

Lovers (Patriot, July 28, 1828).

On the night of November 17, 1828, Gilbert and Trowbrldge were
back in Grecian Hall for a stay of elx weeks. These were the bllls for
the Monday performances (dally hand-bills advertislng the changes):

Nov. 17. Goldemith's She Stoops to Conguer
Farce, Family Jars. Tickets, 25 cente.

(Letters to the editor waxed enthusiastic. The "per-
formances would do credit to almost any theatrlical
corpe in America." "A Spectator" recommended the
company in tragedy, but thought that in comedy they
excelled anything he had seen.)
Nove 24, The Helr at law
Comic song by Mr. Glilbert

Farce, SBpectre Bride, or a Ghost in Spite of Himself
Curtaln at 7 o'clock
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An undated blll of the day for an appearance
of Gilbert and Trowbridge in Concord is in
the collectlion of the New Hampshire Histor=-

.lecal Boclety:

Barbarcssa; or the Downfall of Algiers.

(Cant)
Selim, Mr. Ashley
Barbarossa, Mr.-Trewbridga
Aladin, Mr. Bingham
Sadi, Mr. Brown
Zaphlira, Mra., Gilbert
irens, Hrﬁ. Ashley

Othman, Mr, Gilbert

Followed by
Comic Glee, "Dame Durden" and a farce

Ghost in Spite of Himself




Melodrama, Timour the Tartar
Song by Mrs. Trowbridge
Farce, Anlmal Magnetism

Bv Uthelle
Farce, ls He Jealous?

15. HNopjmdvertlisement found.

22, OColman's Helr at Law
0'Keefe's comic opera, Poor Soldier

Most booke state that John Gilbert made his debut at the Tremont
Theater in Boston on November 28, 1828. He was here four days pre-
viously. If the date for the Boston debut wae as Btated, hqmuet
have left the company for the time belng. Hls name does not appear
in the advertlising for the remsinder of the Concord engagement, and,
consistently, Mre. Trowbridge had the between-the-plays song during
the weltk of December 1 (Patriot, Nov. 17, 24, Dec. 1, 8, 22, 1828).

Gllbert amd Trowbridge were back in 1829 for their fimal &p=-
psarance here. They Beem to have playedhn Greclan Hall the wesk of
November 23, slnce the Patriot of the 30th announced that they would
"remain" all that week except Saturday, beginning with Shiel's tragedy,

The Rpostate, or Spanish Tyranny, and concluding with a farce, Blue

Pevils, or the American in France. The doore opened at 53; performance

at 6’&.:

The next professional company to play aqareﬂian Hall arrived

from Boston, headed by Charles lestayer, on Octobe 1, 1832, with "new

scenery, dresses &c" for one week., That evening they gave Gratna Green,
with thlis cast:

Lord Lovell, Mr., Tatnill
Larder, Mr. Wood
Jhmmy Jenklne, Mr.Mestayer
Lady Lovell, Miss Bmith
Betty Finniken,Mrs. Mestayer
After the play, there were songs by Messras. Mestayer, Tatnall ad

Rounds. Then followed The Young Widow, or a2 Lesson for Lovers, and

a farce, Fortune's Frolle, or the Ploughman Turned Lord. The price

e




of tickets was 374 cente; children half price (Patriot, Cet. 1, 1832).

The Mestayers, Charlee and Emily, were connected with the Tremont
Theater of Boston at the time. Later, in 1839, both were in theChatham
Theater in New York. Mrs. Mestayer was to be far better known than her
husband. In 1872 she was a member of the Justly famoue Union Square
Company of New York, playing with such later stars as Claralorris,
Stuart Robson, Kate Claxton, and McKee Rankin.

For two weeks:beglnning February 23, 1835, another company came
to Grecian Hall. Their opening bill wae the "Grand Romantic Drama",

The Brigand, or the Bandittl of Guadagnola. The company was a compara=-

tively large one for barn-storming, including Mr. Rounds, who had been
here with the Mestayera. Others included Mesers. Morton, John M.
Weston (later a favorite in the South), George G. Spear of Bo#ion,
Frelthy, and J. E. Durlivage of Boston (destined to a high place on

the American stage); Mesdames Rounds, Herbert and Master Herbert.

John Herbert, Jr. and his wife, Helen Kent, were both English. Thelr

first=-night farce was The Weathercogck, or Love, Law and Physic.

They were highly pralsed as on the whole the best that had been eseen

herf. Among the changee of bill for the first week were The Forty Thieves

and Major Jack Downling. The Monday blill for the second week wae

Rent Day and Croseing the Line, or Crowded Houses (Patriot, Feb, 25, Mar.

2, 1835; Lyford's History ,862).

There is noy slightest doubt that Concord'se aspiring "hams"

had an opportunity to see a good deal of capabl%acting in the slxty-

five nighte professionals appeared 1ln Greclan Hall during the years
from 1828 to 1835. They must have learned a great deal. But now came
a time which was to cast a pall upon theatrlcal performances here.

We were hard upon the panic of 1837 and the esucceeding short years.
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Addenda on Gilbert & Trewbridge

. 8ince the foregoing was written, two ancient hand-bills

have been located in the New Hampshlre Historical Society.

Cne relates to Timour the Tartar, given July 24, 1828,

The cast ran thus:

Timour, Ur. Gilbert
Kerim, Mr, Ashley
Sanballet, Mr. Bingham
Agib, Mrs., Gilbert
Bermeddin, Mr, Bingham
Orasmin, Mr, Ashley
Cctar, Mr. Browmn
Oglow, Mr. Trowbridge
Zorilda, Mra, Ashley
Lisgka, Mre. Trowbridge
The music was arranged by Mr, Green
Mre. Trowbridge sang a song after the play, and that
was followed by a farce, Animal Magnetism, or Neo Magnet Like Love
with thies cast:

Marquie de Lancy, Mr. Blngham
LaFleu#, his valet, Mr. Gilbert
Doc tor, Mr. Trowbridge
Plccard, Mr, Brown
Jeffry, Dr's servant, Mr. Ashley
Constance, Mrs. Trowbridge
Lisette, Mrs. Gilbert

Another hand-bill, date not known, is for The Brown Sword,
r the Torrent of the Pyrenees. The cast:

—

Capt. davier, Mr. Trowbridge
Claudio, Mre. Gilbert
Col. Rigolio, Mr, Ashley
FPablo, Mr, Bingham
Estasan, Mr. Gilbert
Hyrtillo, Mre. Ashley
Hosara, Mrg, Trowbridge
Stella, Not named
Music arranged by Mr. Green, Oomic song by Mr, Gilbert.
Farce, Weathercock, o¥ Love, Law and Physics.
0ld Fickle, Mxr . Trowbridge
Tristram Fickle, Mr, Ashley
Briefwit, Mr., Gilbert
Sneer, Mr. Bingham
Gardner, Mr. Brown
Variella, Mre. Gllbert

The Brown Sword was a comedy.

It is probable that we now know the names of all of the

troupe.




IV.
The Concord Thesplan Society.

This chapter centers about the Rentons, so we may as well
tell about them before telling about the Thespians. ThePatriot

of September 30, 1822, announced the arrival in Concord of Dr.

Peter Renton to practice mﬂﬂialns. He was a natlve of Berwick in

North Britain, had studied at the University of Edinburgh, had, it
wae eald, practlised extenslively, would dlspense medicines at a low
price, and glve advlice to the poor gratis. He llved at the house
later known as John Abbott's, &t what 1s known in 1951 as 236
North Main Street.
Either Dr, Renton's practice here was unremunerative or he
was overanxious for wealth, for he was before long engaged on
the side in milling at West Concord and added a large ell on the
north slde of the resldence at 236 North Maln Btreet for use ag &
warehouee, That ell 1g in part now existent, but as the doctor
built it ,ess extended practically to the sidewalk. It was roomy.
In a matter of years his son John grew to young manhood
and studied to follow his father's profession. John was a gay and
lively fellow. The Patriot of July 7, 1842 tells of fires 1ln the
State House Yard on July 4 (with no damage except to a maple tree)

and the arreet and conviction of namelegs respectable adulta. It

turned out that ons of the respectables who set the bonflres was
John Henton.
John was tried in police court and found gullty. But the
zealoue prosecutore overstepped the mark and put in evidence of
sttempted
the/firing of a stage coach, old and abandoned, on the fourth of
July the year previous, in which young Renton had a part. Renton's

conviction for rlot went on appeal to the high court, with the re-

sult that in July, 1844, the verdict wam set aslde for error in
o
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proof of a former escapade. State v. Renten, 15 N. H. 161,

But meanwhile Dr, Peter Renton had left Coneord, and Dr. John
was carrylng on the business. Patriot, Jan, 19, 1843, Tradition
has it that Dr. Peti@r shook the dust of Concord because of what
he felt was the shame and injustice of the conviction of his son.

Young John, staying on in the house with his sister Christie,
goon turned his thoughts to dramatics. The only contemporary news-
paper reference to hls activitles appears in the Patriot af'a;n.

4, 1844: "The 'Thesplan Soclety' gave an exhibitlon on new year's
eve, at the soclety's Hall, north end of Main street. We understand that
the performances were highly creditable to the members of the so=
clety. The hall was filled to overflowing." The formerwarehouse

-

wag the hall.

Fortunately ahong article by Isaac Andrew Hill in the Patriot

of July 31, 1900, gives us conelderable information about the Thes-
plans. Mr., Hill depended not merely on his memory of fifty-odd
years but even more upon a copy of the by-laws of the Concord Thespadn
Soclety dated April 23, 1844, John Renton was President ang Stage
ManagerCharles W. Walker, a bookbinder who lived on Washington Street,
was Vice Preslident. John C. Stowell, a printer, was Secretary amnd
Treasurer. George Renton, John's brother, was Librarian. Harriman Coueh,
another printer (printing and bookbinding was then Concord's principal
industry) wae Doorkeeper. The Executive Committee was compoeed of Couch,
Stowell, Walker, George Renton, and Josiah H. Nelson. The Leader of the
Chdir wae Willlam A. Hodgdon, who in 1900 was supervisor of musicwe in
the schools of 8t. Louls.

Besldee these, there was a long liet of members. They included

a guard at the State Prison,

Frank 5. West, a printer, Ablel Carter,/S@xxkxx¥xx2impssn, Charlés H.
West, Samuel G. Nelson, Alfred L. Tubbe, Charles A. Réhlnacn y 3. F. L.
Simpson, a near neighbor of the Rentors's, George Kimball, son of Eamu31J
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living where the Kimball-Jenklins house now stands, Joelah Stevens 3d,

. Lewle R. Davie, the asselstant postmaster, A. R. Davis, A. Il Balley,
whoxfather kept the Merrimack Hotel a few houses below the Renton house,
George 5, Towle, a printer, who was to become a lawyer and later hold
a position in the Custom House at Boston,Ezra T. Plke, Harrison G. Eastman,
@eorge H. Moore, later the distingueihed librarian of the New York
Hietorlcal Soclety, George W. Pillsbury, George C. Pratt, Isaac Andrew H1l
thhn a lad, and John Merrill, a clerk lat¥r at Gass's American House.

The women members were: Sarah C. Ayer, then 27 years old, young
Hill'e cousin, daughter of Sarah Connell Ayer the over-plous wrliter of
the dlary that is a treasury of information about old Concord; E. Blxby,
C. R. Baxter, A. Ingalds, A. ﬁ.llison: Sarah A, West (daughter of Williay
and later Mrs. Whit@, E. West, N. Hodgdon, E. Merrill, and the leading
lady, Christle W. Renton.
"We remember sweet Christie Renton
-That the syes of young men were all bent on,
With her red cherry cheeks,
And her emall pretity feet,
We no more shall see Christie Renton."
Others were soonto leave Concord behind. Stowell and Pike
went with Plerce to the Mexican War. The former was shot through
the heartsthe latter lost a leg and dled after amputation. Dr. John
Renton left Concord in ISsm—or 1B#é, and the Thesplans:came to an end.
In 1900, when Isaac A. Hlll reminisced, only four of the members were
8till alive: Hill, Hodgdon, Couch, and Mres. Sarah West White.
The @rganlizatlion was an enthusiastic one. They met thrice a
week in their hall. Over half a century later, H1ll recalled the

parts taken by only a few. Dr. John Renton was Don Caesar de Bazan

in the play of that name, and Roderick Dhu in The Lady of the Lake.

. " sweet Chrietie’ played the Lady of the Lake and Pauline in The Lady of

Lyons . Harriman Couch, six feet in his stockings was Goliath of Gath,

and when Re fell, the victim of David's sling, the whole house Lrem-
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bled. Youn§ Hill tolk the part of Alonzo the Peruvian., What little we

learn of the repertory of the ThespAins shows that they were ambitious.

Don Cazesar de Bazan and The Lady of Lyons were stuff for professl ondfp.

It was ghort life for the Thesplans, but angctive one. They were the
real progenbtore of the later and longer-lived local amateur organiza=-
tions.

In 1845 Dr. Willlam Prescott took over the Renton house, and

later devoted the former theater #mto a museum of natural history.




Ve

The Concord Histrlonlc Soclety and the Slader Famlly.

After the Thesplans disbanded, more than a decade passed before
organized dramatics again held the Concord stage. How 1t happened
that the activity was resumed does not appear. There was practically
no influence from the ocutside; there was, at least, no professional
encouragement. Between 1835 and 1855 there doe& not appear to have been
a eingle appearance here by a professional actor. Late 1n 1855,
Yankee Locke, for many years to come to be popular as a comedian,
especially in farce, did appear here as an entertainer. He was ar-
rested for playing without a permit and carried before the local
judge. He got the case dlsmissed for some insufficlency of the
complalnt, and before a new complaint and warrant could be drawn
he ran down the stairs, jumped into a wagon and drove to Manchester.
(Patriot, Oct. 31, 1855). Though he often came here in later years
with organized companies and was a great. local favorite, 1t 1s hardly
likely that this appearance in 1855 furnished the suggestion for
loeal amateur dramatic sctivities a few months later.

The Patriot reported on February 13, 1856: "The Concord His-
trionic Soclety, recently formed in thle city for the purpose of
advancement 1n the study of Elocution, propose glving an Exhibition
at Depot Hall, on Wednesday the 20th lnst. It wlll be seen by an
advertlsement in another column that they offer a very pleasing and
attractive entertainment. We learn that the Soclety has gone to
considerable expense in the procurement of Scenery, Wardrobe, Muslc,
Ac, and trust that our citlzens will glve them a "bumper' on Wednes=-

day Bvening, by way of encouraglng them ln their pralsevworthy object."

ol oA




Depot Hall was on the second floor of the second (1847) passenger
statlon. In it appeared many great musical artlste, including Ole Bull
and Adelina Patti, but the Soclety was the first to give it theatrical
use, unless, as seems unlikely, Yankee Locke had performed there.

The advertisement gave the officers of the Soclety: Presldent,

Byron Slader; Secretary, John W. Pettenglll; Treasurer, Thomas B. H1l1:

*
Scenle Artist, J. H. Nelson. Slader, a native of St. John, N. Bas, WaB

a printer at the Patrlot office, and was Probably both thewriter and
compositor of the "boost" already quoted. OF Fettengill nothing 1is

fouhd except that hé boarded with John C. Ordway. Hill was enzaged in

the sejling of shoes with his father, Chase H1ll. Nelson was a bookbinder
at Merriam& Merrill's. Those connected with CSncord's thriving print-
ing and bookmaking industry were likely to be leaders in any loecal
ent~rprise.

The program for the first perforgance included The Iron Chest

and an afterplece, then customary in the professional theater, called

Ihe Omnibus. The former was by George Colman, the younger, and was

based on w1111am Godwin's Adventures of Caleb Willlama, first per-
formed in 1796 at London's Haymarket Theater. Patterning on the met-
ropolitan theater, there was a local orchestra composed of men most of
whose names are well known in Concord's musical history. George W.
ingalls, the band leader of the day, played the cornet; John Jackman,
whose descendant 1s still prominent musically, was planist. Both were
professional. The other players were amateurs. nzra Morgan, who kspt
a restaurant, was filiret vioclin; John J. Morgan, second wviolin, worked
at Charlee Austin's, where melodeons and reed organs were made; George
H. S3furtevant, a,printer, was cellist:; D. Arthur Brown of Fisherville
(now Penacook) played the double bass and was later to galn great fame
28 a leader of military bands; while Samuel F. Brown, also of Fisherville,

was the trombonist. One would say that a ticket at fifteen cents was
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a4 bargain not to be missed, In any event, the performance wae so suc-
ceseful that it was repeated the next night (Daily Patriot, February
ik ¥ 1855} L]

With this encouragement, the Soclety at once began preparation
of a more ambitious work. On April 8, 1856, at Depot Hall, they put

on Don Caesar de Bazan. Thie was a three-act play adapted from the

French by Gllbert a'Beckett and Mark Lemon, first played in London by

James W. Wallack, 8r. and in New York (1844) by Charles Walcott, and

later by the younger Wallacks, James W., Jr. and Lester. It was much played
for many years by both professionals and amateurs. The afterplece was

The Widow's Vietim. Ingalls's Quadrille Band furnished the mueie, and

agaln the tlckets were only fifteen cents. For this performance the Treas-
urer and Scenic Artleb were the same as before, but the President was
Js 5. Doe, who remains unidentified. H. W. Fuller, also unidentified,

was Viece President, and George W. Patterson, a clerk at George Hutchins's

grocery store, wae BSecretary (Patrlot, April 2, 1855).

When the Patrlot announced the next performance of whieh we have
record, it remarked that all previous ones had drawn full houses., That
next performance was at the City Hall. This was located in the bullding
erected Jointly by the City and the County. The present County Bulldling
1s the result of extenslve alteratlions of that old buillding. The City
Hall wae in the mlddle of the first floor. The small stage was against
the east wall, and without anterooms of any sort. The curtain, when this
writer knew the hall some over twenty years later, was of green cambric
hung bp rings on a wire. It was a crude place for theatricals, but the
hall iteelf was large, 504 by 69% feet, and 23 feet in height., The audl-
ence sat upen old-fashioned wooden settees with backs. The hall had been
fist used in January, 1857 (Patriot. January 14, 1857).

There the Histrionie Boclety opened a serles of performances on

December 15, 1857. The bill wae The lady of Lyons, a comparatively new

e




play by Edward Bulwer-Lytton, first Baron Lytton, the great novelist,
who produced 1t in 1838 at Covent Garden with great success, the great
William Charles Macready being the star. The play became for many years
a favorite vehicle for professionals. It was lndeed an ambltious ven=-

ture for those Concord amateurs. They followed it with an afterplece called

?_4_3{&&11 all for the usual fifteen cents.

For this errformance the Soclety agaln had new officers. George

S. Neleon, bookbinder at Merriam & Merrill's was the President. LHE
1lived at 17 Union Btreet with J. W. Nelson, the Scenlic Artlst, Had
Nathanlel C. Nelson, later jeweler,and to be one of our greatest ama-

teur actors, probably gettlng hls firet experlience in thls very com=-
pany). dJohn T. Hale, a printer, wase Vice Pregident; Charles C. Wyatt,
unidentified, was Secretary; but Thomas 5. Hill remained as Treasurer.
The muslic on this occasion was furnished by George W. Ingalls, Henry W.
Ranlet, Ezra Morgan, L. M. Gﬁrriae, William D. McPherson, and George
H. s8urtevant (Patriot, December 9, 1857).

Early in 1858 the Soclety was threatened with eviection from the
City Hall. Perhape there was puritanical opposition to the use of
city property for theatrliecals. All we know about 1t is a squib 1n the
Patrict of February 10, 1858: "Mayor Eﬁcheat John"| Abbott, we understand,
has backed down from his expressed dstérmin&tion to suppress the exhlbltlons
of the Concord Histrionic Soeciety, and therefore the Soclety survives.
Wwe think if the Mayor would suppress the City Folice he would dec an act
mich more acceptable to our cltizens."

The Patriot continued to bocst‘the Society. Announcing a benefit
for George 5. Nelson, it sald: "The 'bill' is a good one, and we have no
doubt it will be wedl perfmrmed; Mr. Nelson ie a 'clever fellow' and
has labored hard to amuse the public through these exhlibltions, and ve
hope his many friende will turn out in force and give him a benefit

indeed" (Patriot, February 24,75555]_
o
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The advertisement in the same paper shows that Mr. Nelson was
to be a very busy man at the City Hall on February 26. The three-act

play was to be Niek of the Woode, another borrowlng from the professionals,

but this time an Amerlcan product, first put on at the Bowery Theatsr in
New York before 1840 by Joseph Proctor. Nelson was to appear in multiple
roles--ag The Jibbenalnosay, Bloody Nathan, Nick of the Woods, Avenger,
Reginald Ashburn and the Spirit of the Waters; the other parts falling
to other members of the troupe. For some years i1t wae a favorite
“"stunt" of actors to show their versatility by playing anywhere from
Lhree to half a dozen parts. The play was followed by a farce, The

Iwo Buzzards. OCyrus J. Cwrrier, a tuner at Liscom , Dearborn & Gom-

pany's planoforte factory, was advertised to glng a2 song. And that

wag another common part of professicnal performances of the day.

There was no increase 1ln the pricse of tickets, fifteen cent.aipa-h:;r, 1!’«4.-‘!5).
That appears to have been the last performance by the Histrionie

Soclety.as such, though it is poeslble that there were others not noted

in the press, but improbable in view of Byron Slader's employment by

the Patriot. But some of the members were not done with amateur

acting.,

|
Thrﬂaygars:?ﬂé Sladers moved into Phenix Hall, which had been

opened about January 1, 1855. That hall deserves a little attention
here , because in 1t professlonal dramatics were to have a place of
regort for some years. There Sanford & Flaske's company played from

June 18 to June 27, 1857, the Concord Brass Band, George W. Ingalls,

e |

June 17; Patriot, June 27, 1857). The amateurs must have

leader, furnishing the music., Their plays were ncot recorded (Patriot,
. Daily, T
got some "pointe". As far as Slader and hie wife and daughter were

concerned, i1t must have besen an event when J. C. Myers came to Phhnlx

Hall and put on Othello as his first bill, D. Nouree wae Iago; C. & Bld-

well wae Casslo; J. Fldod, Roderigo; Mrs. Nourse, Amella; and Mrs, F. O.
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Savage, Desdembdna . Prices were up to the hltherto loeally unknown

Iifty cente. Since the company was a good one, 1t muet have been
March 6,
worth the money (RAXAXXRatriot, #umexi®y 1861 ). Thie wae a real revival

of the drama, and it must have done something to the Sladers.,
In Phenix Hall, on April 25, 26, and 27, 1861, the Sladers out

on a "histrionic and musical exhibition", with new scenery and decora-

tions. The first night program( there wag a change each night) 1s the

only one gilven in the papers. Eyron Slader gave Cato's Soliloquy by Ad-

dison. The company presented a muslcal burletta, The Swiss Cottage:

or, Why Don't She Marry? The Sladers' daughter, Ads Blanche, recited
The Frest . (Ae Blanche Slader, professional, she was later to be one

of the best as Topsy in Uncle Tom's Cabin). Mrs. A, Slader sang Ever

of Thee I'm Fondly Dreaming, and the whole company played A Conjugal

Lesson. There was an elght-plece orchestra Including George W. Ingalls
ana Carl Krebs, all for flfteen cente (Patrioct, April 17, 1861). Carl
Krebe was a clarinetlst who went to war with the Third New Hampshire
Reglment band, whence he was called to the leadershlp of the band of
the 48th New Tork (Patriot, Oct., 23, 186l). The same paper that carried
the announcement of thls Slader engagement also carried the news of the
fall of Fort Sumter.

After that the Sladers prepared a program of "Fireside Rehearsals
of Gems from the Poets, Homs and War Somgs, Scllloquies, and Yankee
Stories", sultable for war-times. A feature was a sketch by Mra. Slader,

Mrs. bmart on the War. From November 13 to 20, 1861, they carried thelr

new venture up the Boston, Concord & Mentreal Rallroad, playing at San-
bornton Bridge (Tilton), Laconlia, Lake Vlillage (Lakeport), Holderness,
Plymouth, Haverhill, and Littleton (Patriot, November 13, 1861). This
ended, for some yeare, amateur efforts in Concord. In 1863 Slader moved

to the Boston Jourpnal. He dled in 1890 (Monltor, July 15, 1850).
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VI.

The Civil War and Stagnation.

The Civil War brought to an end orgatnlzed amateur dramatlecs
of the sort acccmplished by the 8laders and thelr assoclates. Even
for nearly a decade alter the end of the war, no such organlzatlen
wage heard of locally. ¥Yet in the interlm theirsz were sporadlic am=-

ateur performarnces ln some varliety.

Soldiers' Ald.

The Concord Soldlers' Aid Soclety was glven some beneflits
in ths closing months of the war. Ths performances were all given
in Eagle Hall. That hall was located in the third and fourth sto-
ries of the Stickney Block still standing on the east zide of
Maln Street opposite the Patriot Bulldlng at the north corner of
Main and Park Streets. The block was erected in 1863. The hall
itself wag a large oue, with a gallery. Although Joseph Stlickney
built and owned the block, 1t was Nathanliel White who undertook the
construction and filtting of the hall, which was the largest at the
time in town (since Phenix Hall had not then been enlarged), and
comparatively well arranged for entertalnments(Monitor, Oct. 21, 18583).

Wwag announced that on the three evenings of February 20, 23,
the hall would be given over to comedy and farce. The

bills were: Firat night, Married Life and Slasher and Crasher; Sec-

ond night,,Married Life and Foor Pilllcoddy; Third night, the same as

on the second. Admission to the floor was 25 cents, and gallsry seats
were resgerved at 50 cents. In those days the customers belleved that
the higher the seat the better 1t was.

Mr. White gave free use of the hall, and the Concord Brigade

Band, Jenathan C. Lane, dirsctor, played gratis. The net profits for

the Ald Soclety were $532.95 (Monltor, Feb. 18, 20, 24, Mar. T, 1865).
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. The same people gave two mere performances, with complete

changes in bills, and for the benelfit of the game soclety, at Eagle
Hall on April 24 and 26, For the first time, we find the casts of char-
acters in the performance on April 24;

Barnett's The Sericus Famlly

Charlea Torrens, Mr. Bell
Capt. Murphy Magulre, Mr. Hutchins
Frank Vincent, Mr, Whrite
Amlnadab Sleek, Mr. Crosby
Lady Sowerby Creamly, Mrs. Jennlson
Mrs. Charles Torrens, Mrs. Dumza
Emma, Torrens, Mles Plarce
Mrs. Ormsby Delmaine, Miss Tilton

Farce, The Dead Bhot

Capt. Cannon, Mr, Relfe
Mr, Hector Timld, Mr. Crosby
Mr. Wlseman, Mr. Lund
Loulsa Cannon, Miss Perkins
Chatter, her mald, Mise Plerce
Fl-cd,nﬁl:k T Drntﬂn, ﬂ[r I
The bill on April 26 was Sweethearts and Wives, followed by

Perfection, but the caste are not found (Monltor, Apr. 21, 22, 26,
1865) .

With hardly breathlng time, the company appeared agailn, Apr.z28,
this time for the benefit of the Freedman's Reslief Assoclatbon,
though the hand-blll in the New Hampshlre Historlcal Soclety states,
apparently by repetitlious error, that it was again for the Soldlers!
Ald Society. Dr. Crosby, who wae the moving sepilrit of the players,
had hoped to glve an entlrely new bill, but the 1llness of one of the

ladies of the company prevenled its preparation. 8o The Sericus Famlly

wag repeated, with Poor Pillicoddy for afterpiece (Monitor, Apr. 27,

1855).

The handbill mentioned shows that the casts of the play wae the
dame &s on Aptil 24, except that Miss 0dlin took Mrs. Jennison's pliace
a8 Lady Creamly and Mrs. Jennlson took Miss Perkins's plave as Mrs,
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Delmaine, which seems to indicate that the 111 lady on whom so
much depended for a new bill was Mlss Perkins.

The cast of Poor Pillicoddy wags:

Mr. Pillicoddy, Mr. Crosby

Capt. O'Scuttle, Mr. Bell

Mrs. Pilllcoddy, Mrs. Jennison

Mre. O'Scuttle, Mrs. Dumas

Sarah Blunt, Misse FPikoree
The Concord Brigade once more played.

An attempt to ldentify the players was difficult, since firet
namesa (in the fashion of those days) were not glven, The only sure
identification is that of Mr. Crosby, who is called ., Dr. Crosby
by the Monitor, as already noted, so he could be no other than Dr.
Albert H. Crosby. (The date of his coming to Concord, as glven in
Lyford, p. 1380, must De at least a year late). As to the rest,
muel guessing msy be done. There wera;;:ny men in Concord named Bell
and Hutchlns to rlsk even a gusess. There weralso seveml Mr. Whltes,
the most likely of whlch was John A., son of Nathaniel. Would Mr,
Lund be Joseph 2. or Charlss C? Of ths mafy Rolfes psrhaps Henry P.,
the lawyer,ls the one., Mlss Periins I am inclined to think, upon
character, was the well-known Susan G., but Ferkins was a rather
common name here. There was only one Plerce then whose daughter
might have been acting. That was Augustine C. Plerce, and his
daughter was Julia, older sister of the laty Mary H. Plerce,

Julia married , in 1867, Alexandsr Tyler of S5t. Louls, later of
Minneapolia. T11%998 were too many to make a safe choice. Miss
0dlin probably was Lizzle, later Mra. Wallace Rice of Lawrence.

She was the _Bleter of John W, 0dlin, and with the famlly cleverneas
and flair for comedy, she was sure to be good.

The Grand Army of the Republic,

. E. Sturtevant Post No. 2, G. 4. Rs had a charity fund that
needed refreshient. On the evenings of February 16, 17 and 18, 1871,

they put on, with 2 cast of fifty loeal people, at Phenix Hall,




The 0ld Flag, or the Spy of Newbern. Admlssion waa 35 cents (post=

war inflation), but reserved seats in the gallery were 50 cents.

"The scenery is entirely new, 20 by 40 feet, the largest ever pre=-
sented on a stage in thls clty--and over 30 changes are required in

the performance." 8o, it was added, "The curtaln rises a quarter before
eight o'ecloek" (Monitor, Feb. 16, 1871).

We find llttle about the play iteelf. G. H. Walker was both
author and star. Possibly he was one of those men who went from town
Lo tewn, as many have since, putting on shows., Members of the Post
were promlnent ln the cast, including Col. James E. Larkin, Mr. (prob-
ably Frank D,) Woodbury, Mr. (probably Adjutant General John M.)
Haines and Dan Newhall, who was comlcal as a Yankee. Hsnry P.

loore, the photographer, took the part of Pat Murphy. He "did not

make hlis flrstappearance, as his funny brogue and funnier action have

been #een and heard often behin® the footlights". Which proves that
some of our amateur history ls lost. Mrs., J. C. Maln was a mother,
whose daughters were played by the Misses Johneon and Underhlll. The
Houses were large to full (Moniter, Feb., ll, 16, 17, 18, 20, 1871).
The showwe so successful that 1t was repeated on February 24

25, wlith eBpecial tralns from Fisherville (Penacook) on the 24th

from West Concord on the 25th, and a good house on the former night
and a large audlence on the latter. At the last performance, an extra
tableau waeg added at the snd-="The 0ld Flag". The curtain rose and
exposed, solus, "the venerable Dr. Danlel Flagg.," mncore. (Monitor,
Peb. 24, 27, 18T1).

Once agaln the Post put on The 0ld Flag at IPhenlx Hall

Cctober 25-29, 1871. Twc new acts and some tableaux had been added
by E. A. Lewls and Charles Adams, the new managers, who took proml-

nent parts. The cast, a8 far a8 glven, was




